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COVID‐19
To say that the Society was affected by this dreadful virus would be an understatement but despite it we were able to undertake some of  our 
activities. We were lucky to hold all our Spring lectures and indeed our Autumn ones too before the second lockdown set in. And thanks to 
Zoom all our executive committee meetings were held plus some subcommittee meetings. Sadly, we had to cancel our two outings, Civic 
Day, Heritage Weekend, annual youth project and the annual dinner. To compensate us for the effect all this had on our income we were 
offered a grant of  £10,000 by Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) which we gratefully accepted.

The local firm, Light Ideas Ltd, came up with the excellent idea of  floodlighting Telford’s Bridge in blue (see frontispiece). This was a way 
of  saying thank you to the NHS and all the other front‐line key‐ workers. The Mayor, Councillor Anna Coleman, on behalf  of  the Town 
Council proposed that the exercise be repeated at Christmastime in lieu of  the cancelled Christmas lights festival. The Society was pleased 
to sponsor this initiative to the tune of  £500 and will now continue its pleas for the floodlighting to be a permanent feature.

Flooding
The flooding on two occasions in February on both sides of  the river gained much publicity 
of  the wrong sort. On the first occasion there was a failure to deploy sufficient barriers on 
Severnside South and Beale’s Corner and on the second the river overwhelmed the temporary 
barriers on Beale’s Corner. The subsequent visit to Bewdley by the Prime Minister gave us 
hope for more permanent barriers in Wribbenhall when he said ‘’ let’s get Bewdley done’’ but 
sadly the failure of  the barriers on Beale’s Corner in January 2021 provided more misery to the 
residents affected.



The Bewdley Museum Touchscreen Facility
Based on the very generous donation of  £10,000 from West Midlands Safari Park in 2018 the project was 
completed during the year at a total cost of  £11,313. The software features the life and times of  Stanley 
Baldwin with most of  the material supplied by the Society. The University of  York developed and set up 
the software for the Touchscreen, added the content and arranged for its supply from the manufacturers.  
The result is a valuable addition to the Museum and will complement the existing Baldwin exhibits.
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The Hobson Room
Good use continues to be made of  this facility thanks to the generosity of  Paul Crane who lets us have the 
room rent‐free. Consequent upon the death of  Charles Purcell, the Historical Research Group had to move its 
extensive collection of  papers, deeds and books etc. to several temporary homes, this material having previously taken up most of  the top 
floor of  Charles’s home. The Society responded to the Group’s SOS and was pleased to install additional shelving which accommodated 
the group’s library. In the meantime, our own library has been expanding nicely and we thank Joan Hobson particularly for the gift of  
several more books about Bewdley, Stanley Baldwin and historical buildings.

Balsam Bashing
The fifth annual bash took place over four days in July masterminded, as always, by Steve Bent who has become an expert on this 
botanical invader. We are grateful to our volunteers from within and outside of  the Society who joined Steve in this energetic exercise. 

Lectures
During the year the following lectures were held in St George’s Hall. All were much enjoyed but sadly, and quite understandably, audiences 
in March, September and October were much lower than normal owing to the Coronavirus epidemic which kept members away.

20th January  “Bewdley, the Yorkist and Marcher Towns 1450‐85’’  by Graham Whitehead
18th February  “Conservation at its Best’’  by Nick Joyce
16th March  “Lunatick Astronomy, Birmingham Lunar Society’’  by Andrew Lound
14th September  “Exploring the Severn’’  by Rosemary Winnall MBE
20th October  “Bewdley in the Swinging Sixties’’  by Richard Perrin

Cherry Fair
Sadly, this event was another victim of  COVID‐19 but Brian Stephens, not to be defeated, did a grand job selling his stock of  cherry 
trees online. I should point out that the proceeds shown in the accounts represent takings in 2019 and 2020.

Bewdley Museum, Guildhall and Jubilee Gardens
It was announced during the year that WFDC had plans to establish an independent trust to take over and operate all the above facilities. 
The reason stated was that economic pressures exacerbated by COVID‐19 meant that it must look at ways of  protecting these assets. 
WFDC will instead provide grants but on a reducing basis. The Society has grave concerns for the future of  these heritage assets in 
the light of  the proposals and is making representations for local associations to be actively involved in the establishment and future 
operation of  the new trust.

Stanley Baldwin Statue
The executive committee sanctioned expenditure of  £6,400 for the installation of  equipment to floodlight the statue the work to be 
carried out in 2021. These costs will be met from the restricted funds arising from the Stanley Baldwin statute appeal.

Blue Plaque
We were pleased when the owners of  44/45 High Street installed a Civic Society plaque evidencing that the date 
of  the building’s construction goes back to 1419 and was originally a timber framed medieval hall house. Graham 
Luxford, on behalf  of  the Society, designed the plaque and arranged for Listed Building Consent to be granted.
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44 & 45, High Street 
Blue Plaque to mark this as the oldest building in Bewdley [west bank side of River Severn] so far discovered. 
The external appearance of this pair of houses suggests an early 18th century date but inside it is clear that 
this is a much earlier timber-framed structure. In 1976 buildings historian Stephen Price recorded details of 
44, High Street during restoration work and in 2012 he was able to do the same with 45, High Street when that 
was being refurbished and altered. This study formed part of a wider research project on Bewdley’s Medieval 
buildings undertaken by Stephen Price and Dr Stuart Davies and this was backed up by dendrochronology 
evidence. Numbers 44 & 45, High street, originally a 3 bay medieval house was found to date from 1419 
making it the earliest medieval house found so far within the town area of Bewdley’s west bank. 
As built in 1419, it comprised an open hall in the centre bay, identified by the smoke-blackened roof structure, 
with floored bays at either end. The first floor of the end bay at the north end [no 45] was jettied internally. At 
first floor level the bay to the south provided evidence of medieval wall paintings, a section of which showing 
a pattern of cubes was salvaged by Bewdley Museum in 1976.
The tree-ring date indicates when the timbers used in the construction of this house were felled. Construction 
would have proceeded within 6-12 months at the most.

Position of plaque 

drg title job no

drg no

scale date

L1Graham Luxford, Dip Arch RIBA
63, Stourport Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire . DY12 1BH 
tel 01299 402060 E-mail grahamluxford@macace.net
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Design DetailsBlue Plaque
for 44-45, High Street, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 2DJ 

1:1250, 1:2 July 2017

BCS17/

Plaque Design  Scale 1 : 2
Design for colour coated cast aluminium blue plaque, to be supplied by Signcast Ltd, Unit 4, Upper Aston Farm, Upper 
Aston, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV5 7EE Contact Tel 0844 3573635 Email sales@signcast.co.uk 
Website www.signcast.co.uk. Maximum size 400mm diameter*
*NOTE This may be reduced depending on the visibility of the lettering which has to be viewed from the footpath on 
the opposite side of the High Street, approximately 5.5m

  

Newsletter
We published four colourful and interesting Newsletters thanks to the flamboyant editorship of  Jock Gallagher.

Annual General Meeting
The AGM was delayed until November when COVID‐19 lockdown rules were relaxed somewhat which enabled us to hold the event in 
St George’s Hall. We also arranged for 40 members to attend via Zoom but regrettably the Wi‐Fi failed us. We were delighted that our 
President was present to chair the proceedings. Chris Griffin retired as Vice Chairman and Bill Dewar was elected in his stead. Sharon 
Harvey and Ann Howarth retired from the Executive Committee and we thanked them and Chris for their valuable contributions over 
the past years. Remaining Executive Committee members, including Chris Griffin, were re‐elected.

Financial
Reductions in income occasioned by COVID‐19 were offset by the WFDC grant of  £10,000. Excluding this item there was an excess 
of  expenditure over income of  £280. Restricted funds reduced in the year by some £11,000 in respect of  the cost of  the Touchscreen 
Facility. The overall financial position remains in very good shape.



Buildings at risk
Ribbesford House: We were disappointed when the owners announced in the media that the extensive restoration work had temporarily 
ceased owing to lack of  funds which accompanied a plea for financial partners to join them in the venture. Since then, the extensive 
scaffolding has been all but removed and we fear once again for the future of  this historic building.

The Old Workhouse, 64 High Street: the new owner has cleared the site and discussions with the authorities in respect of  the restoration 
and conversion to residential use continues. We look forward to these plans fructifying.

Telford’s Bridge: it was pleasing to see the necessary damage repairs carried out plus repainting of  the balusters on the Wribbenhall side. 
Unfortunately, the works went no further but we are assured they will be completed at some time in the future.

Civic Voice (CV)
We continued with the membership of  this umbrella organisation for Civic Societies. Barbara Longmore reports that the activities 
and events normally arranged by CV had to change. They have been unable to organise the usual All Party Parliamentary Group 
meetings, group training workshops, their Annual Conference and any face‐to‐face meetings. However, the CV team has not been idle 
and has worked exceptionally hard to deliver their usual services through technology, which members of  your Executive Committee 
have taken advantage of. Each month they have offered a range of  Webinars to inform and consult with us on the pressing issues of  the 
time. They have offered Zoom training sessions, sent out consultation documents and regularly kept us informed of  their responses to 
government policy consultations. The biggest issue of  the year for them has been the Government White Paper on Planning, and CV 
did much to seek the opinion of  Civic Societies throughout the UK in order to prepare their response. As government consultees, they 
were able to meet with Ministers and present those opinions. Their written response to the Planning White Paper can be found at the 
following web address:
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/resources/civic‐voice‐response‐to‐the‐changes‐to‐the‐planningsystem‐consultation/

CV also submitted evidence to the Housing, Communities and Local Government Select Committee on the future of  the planning 
system. Their response made it clear that deregulating the planning system would not deliver the homes we need. They also warned 
against relying solely on the commercial housebuilders to build the housing needed in the UK, making it clear that 300,000 have not 
been built since 1968 when there was a mass council house‐building programme. In their response, they called on the Government to 
adopt the proposal in the Government’s Communities Framework (published in July 2019) to ‘strengthen community involvement in 
local placemaking… through a planning system centred on community involvement with statutory rights to become involved at every 
stage from plan‐making to planning application.’

WFDC Local Plan Review
The timetable slipped somewhat but the identified potential sites for housing development in Bewdley remained unchanged except for 
the Bewdley fire station site (see later).

Bewdley Town Council Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
Tony Leach, Chairman of  the Society’s Planning Subcommittee has taken a close interest and is joined on the NPs steering committee 
by Jock Gallagher and myself. Tony reports that progress was made in the year. Firstly, a Design Code was adopted for which any 
planning applications need to be minded. Secondly, a Sustainability Environmental Assessment was arranged and agreed by Councillor 
Rod Stanczyszyn and his Town Council team. At the year end the Steering Group was putting in place the details of  the Regulation 19 
Consultation in order that the Neighbourhood Plan becomes a reality.

Development Control

Fire station site
Consequent upon the closure of  the fire station the County Council put the site up for sale and plans were subsequently submitted 
by local developers for a Sainsbury’s convenience store with six flats on the first floor. While being supportive in principle for the site’s 
change of  use the Society, in its formal response, said it had concerns on two major issues; that the problems of  pedestrian and vehicular 
movements conflict and that the buildings design will have an unfortunate visual impact on such an important historic setting. The 
application was pending at the year end.

Other Developments
All planning applications affecting the Conservation Area, plus some others were examined and our views are communicated to the 
relevant authorities. We are also vigilant for breaches of  planning permissions and lobby accordingly.

Obituaries
We were saddened to learn during the year that the following members, who supported the Society in so many ways, had died: Charles 
Purcell, Terry Vaughan, Margaret Duerden, Brian Polhill and Jeanne Drummy. We were equally sorry to report that the five former 
Mayors had passed away: Mike Hadley, Frank Baillee, Peter Terry, John Latham and Ken Peers. All had been supportive members of  
the Society.

Thanks
I thank all our helpers for their contributions, and I am especially grateful to the Officers and Members of  the Executive Committee 
for what they are doing and the support they have given me in the past year. We hope in 2021 we will be able to get back to normal at 
some stage during the year. At least our lectures to date on Zoom have proved to be extremely popular. If  you are not already involved, 
do please join in our work and help us fulfil our role in caring about Bewdley.

Richard Perrin


