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The Annual Parish Meeting 
 

 
What is the Annual Parish Meeting?  
Strictly this is the Annual Meeting of the Parish. It is also known as the Annual Parish Meeting and 
as the Annual Parish Assembly, they are all the same thing.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting is the meeting where the parish council report to its electorate on what 
it has accomplished in the preceding year  
 
Electors, public and press are invited are the to hear reports from the Chairman, District & County 
Councillors, community groups and any organisation that the town or parish council has funded 
during the year.  
 
The Council may also invite the local community policeman, neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, 
local headmaster etc. to address and inform the audience on community matters.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting is a SEPARATE meeting from the Parish Council Annual Meeting. The 
Annual Parish Meeting should be a relatively informal event for the community whereas the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council is a formal council meeting.  
 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council must be held in the month of May and in an election 
year the meeting must be held between 4 and 14 days after polling day. This is the meeting of the 
parish council where they elect the chairman, make other annual appointments and review their 
insurance, risk management policies, etc.  
 
When must the Annual Parish Meeting be held?  
The annual parish meeting must be held between 1st March and the 1st June (inclusive) each year 
on a date decided by the Parish Council. If there is no Parish Council then on a date decided by 
the Chairman of the Parish Meeting. LGA 1972 s 14 (1)(2)  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting may not start earlier than 6:00pm. (LGA 1972 s 14 (4))  
 
It is recommended that in an election year the Annual Parish Meeting should be held after the 
elections to prevent the meeting being used as hustings for potential District and County 
Councillors.  
 
How should the Annual Parish Meeting be conducted?  
There should be an opportunity for the public and press to express their opinions on what the 
council are doing during the meeting.  
 
Many town and parish councils make this meeting a community event by providing refreshments, 
presentations from community groups and providing an informal atmosphere.  
 
Calling the Annual Parish Meeting  
The Annual Parish Meeting is usually called by the Chairman of the Parish Council. However any 
parish meeting may be called by... (LGA 1972 s 15 (1))  
 

• The Chairman of the Parish Council,  
• Any 2 Councillors from the parish,  
• Any 6 registered electors from the parish  

 
Chairing the Annual Parish Meeting 
The meeting should be chaired by the Parish Council Chairman or in their absence  
the Parish Council Vice Chairman. LGA 1972 ss 17(1))  
 
However, there is no requirement for the Parish Council Chairman to attend a meeting of the  
parish but they are entitled to attend. LGA 1972 s 16  
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If neither the parish council chair nor the vice chair are present then those electors present may 
appoint a chairman for the meeting. LGA 1972 ss 17(3)  
 
The role of the parish council Clerk 
There is no requirement for the parish clerk to attend the Annual Parish Meeting unless it is their 
contract of employment that they attend.  
 
If required to attend they should attend the Annual Parish Council Meeting as the proper officer of 
the council unless a leave of absence has been agreed.  
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting must not be confused with the Annual Parish Council Meeting. As the 
parish clerk is not required to attend the Annual Parish Meeting anyone can take the minutes to 
record the meeting.  
 
The minutes of meetings of the parish are kept separately from those of the parish council. They 
are to be kept in a book specially provided for the purpose. LGA 1972 ss 19(1)  
 
The minutes of the previous meeting should be signed by the person who chaired the previous 
Annual Parish Meeting  
 
Voting at the Annual Parish Meeting 
Initially voting on a question is done by a majority of those present at the meeting and the decision 
of the person chairing the meeting as to the decision is final unless a poll is demanded. LGA 1972 
ss 18(2)  
 
No votes taken at this meeting are binding on the parish council although they should consider 
them at the next meeting of the parish council. Only members on the electoral roll can vote on an 
issue. Other members of the public can attend and express their opinions but not vote. 
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TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS REGISTERED 
FOR THE PARISH OF BEWDLEY (INCLUDING WRIBBENHALL) 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

WILL BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 25 APRIL 2022 AT 7.00 PM  

IN THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, LOWER PARK, BEWDLEY, DY12 2DP 

The Mayor – Cllr Paul Harrison 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. Welcome by the Mayor 
 

2. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on the 19 April 2021 
 

3. Mayor’s Annual Report 
 

4. Town Council Annual Report 
 

5. Reports from County and District Councillors 
 

6. Reports from Organisations in the Town 
 

7. Public Debate 
 
 
Councillor Paul Harrison 
Town Mayor 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MONDAY 19th APRIL 2021 AT 6PM 

HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM 

Present 
Bewdley Town Councillors: Anna Coleman (Mayor), John Byng, Roger Coleman, 

Calne Edginton-White, Paul Gittins MBE, 
Paul Harrison, Daniel Morehead, Rod Stanczyszyn.  

Twenty-Nine members of the public, including representatives of voluntary and community 
organisations within and serving the town. 
Town Clerk Sharon Hudson; Administration Officer Kerry Smith 

Introduction 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the virtual Annual Town Meeting. It was explained that 
that this meeting was not a council meeting, and therefore no decisions could be made 
during this meeting. 

Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Liz Davies and Sarah Billett: 

Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to Approve the draft minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting 
held on 8th April 2019 as a true and accurate records of that meeting. 

Representative from the Environment Agency 
Mr Alex Thompson the Environment Agencies FCRM Officer spoke of the ground inspection 
works being undertaken at Beales Corner which are due to be completed by 29/04/2021, also 
of the work being undertaken on future permanent flood barriers and the ambitious timescales 
for the project with a full business case hoped for by Spring 2022.  A website has been set up 
to allow for community engagement and feedback. blbfrms@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Questions were invited: 

Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn asked whether the project finances had been signed off.  Alex 
Thompson confirmed the case had to go through a review process but felt the project 
would reach construction. 

Cllr Calne Edginton White thanked Alex for joining the meeting at short notice and asked 
him to take back the Councils thanks to the EA team. 

Members of the public raised questions about the Beales Corner barrier design, where 
the project funding would be coming from and the timeline for completion.  
Alex Thompson confirmed that the final barrier design had not yet been agreed and that 
it would probably be a mixture of both permanent and demountable barriers (similar to 
those on Severn Side North and South); some of the funding for the project would come 
from the 2021-2027 EA budget, the remainder of the funding would be sought by the 
project team; the aim is to complete the project by summer 2022.   

Mayor’s Annual Report 
The Mayor spoke of the lack of events during this Mayoral year due to the pandemic.  On 
Friday 16th April, the Mayor attended a memorial church service at Worcester Cathedral 
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for the Duke of Edinburgh.   Earlier in the year, she had been honoured to welcome a visit 
from the High Sheriff of Worcestershire to Bewdley, who assisted in presenting the 
mayoral awards. Despite ongoing restrictions, the Mayor’s association with local charities 
was able to continue via virtual meetings with the Civic Society and The Old Grammar 
School.  The Mayor also spoke of her association with the Burlton, Cookes & Sayers 
Almhouses, and the hard work they undertake to provide affordable housing within 
Bewdley. 

The Mayor extended a huge thanks to all community organisations for their hard work, 
despite restrictions.  Council Officers were also thanked for the work undertaken on IT, 
which allowed the Council to hold zoom meeting early on during the first lockdown. 

Town Council Annual Report 
The Town Council Annual report had been forwarded to all attendees via email prior to 
the meeting.  The report, which listed the details of the Council’s functions, its meetings, 
budget and Councillors’ names, for the past year, was also made available on the Town 
Council website.  The Town Clerk confirmed that since the report had been published Cllr 
Simon Collingridge had resigned from the Council and there were now two vacancies in 
the Bewdley West Ward. One vacancy would be filled following the May 2021 by-election; 
another by-election would be held in June to fill the other vacancy. 

The Mayor thanked both Michael Maher and Simon Collingridge for their excellent 
contributions as Town Councillors. 

Reports from Councillors: 
Worcestershire County Councillor for Cookley, Wolverley & Wribbenhall Ian Hardiman and 
Bewdley West Ward Cllr Calne Edginton White read out their reports both of which are 
available on the Town Council website. 

Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn spoke of the issues faced by respective planning applications, also 
of the neighbourhood plan Regulation 14 consultation, which may be delayed until after 
the summer as additional funding will need to be sought from Locality.  Cllr Rod 
Stanczyszyn provided a report which is also on the Town Council website. 

Reports from Bewdley Community Organisations: 
A number of written and verbal reports were presented on behalf of: 

- Bewdley and District Horticultural Society
- Bewdley Festival
- St George’s Hall Venue Management
- Bewdley Tree Wardens
- Friends of Bewdley Museum
- Bewdley Branch Royal British Legion
- Bewdley Twinning Association
- Bewdley Choral Society
- Bewdley Town Football Club
- Bewdley Civic Society
- Burlton’s, Cookes & Sayers Almshouses
- Bewdley Rotary Club
- Friends of Riverside North Park
- Bewdley Anti-Racism Group
- Bewdley Development Trust
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- Bewdley Historical Research Group
- The Pick-Up Artists
- Bewdley Scout Group
- Bewdley-in-Kind COVID Group
- 1st Bewdley Rainbows
- St Anne’s and St Leonard’s Churches
- Bewdley Churches Together

Five community organisations had registered to speak during the meeting, 
representatives from the organisations spoke as follows: 

• Bewdley Civic Society spoke about their involvement with various projects in the
community, including a newly commissioned information touch screen for the
Museum, installation of a blue plaque in 44-45 High Street, lighting up of the Bridge
over Christmas and the continued publication of their newsletters four times a year.
There are currently 500 members and information about membership is available
on their website.

• Bewdley Rotary Club spoke about their continued fundraising efforts, £2000 of
which was distributed to local foodbanks.  They had gained 9 new members,
conducted 34 on-line meetings with 75% participation at any time and were
involved in the launching of the ‘Now is the Time’ campaign, to encourage new
people to join the Rotary in addition to traditional methods.
The Mayor thanked the Rotary Club for their donation of a Christmas Tree to the
town in 2020, and it was established that the Rotary Club will also be donating one
in 2021.

• Burlton’s, Cookes & Sayers Almshouses Trust spoke about the fourteen, one-to-
two-bedroom properties they manage and have restored, based in Lower Park,
High Street and Park Lane.  Applications were invited for residency, although there
is currently a waiting list. The Mayor was thanked for her service during her term
of office.

• Bewdley-in-Kind spoke of their growth and assistance to the community since the
pandemic in March 2020.  All volunteers have the appropriate security clearance
and provide support financially, emotionally, and practically to those who need it.
To date, they have helped around 500 residents and at their height, April to May
2020, there were 70 volunteers assisting.

• Elim Riverside Church spoke of their work in the community, including the feeding
of 100 families over the Christmas period. They assisted the Bronze Cell Team
twice during the floods, and wished to offer their continued support for the future.
Their café, ‘Just Love at Clementines’ is due to re-open in May, following their initial
opening in October 2020, just prior to lockdown.

The Mayor encouraged other organisations share their news: 

• Friends of Riverside North Park spoke of looking forward to working with the
Town Council once the park transfer was completed.

• The Local Historical Research Group spoke of the support given to Bewdley
resident with regards to the history of their homes and families.

• First Bewdley Rainbows confirmed the resumption of the group’s meeting at the
Old Grammar School from May 2021.
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• Bewdley Anti-Racism Group spoke of future plans and concerns about the
riverside café culture and the safety of residents.

Public Debate 

The Mayor chaired discussion involving Town Councillors and members of the public as 
to issues currently affecting the town. Three members of the public had registered to raise 
questions during the public debate including, the provision of online inclusion during 
council meetings, in a hybrid fashion; planning and parking issues in Ribbesford and 
Heightington; and consideration for the possibility of acquisition of Jubilee Gardens, with 
other green-spaces, to form a new Green Trust. 

In relation to the provision of online involvement in meetings, it was stated that currently, 
Bewdley Town Council does not have the appropriate technology, but that consideration 
for provision in the future should not be ruled out. 

Advice and information was provided by both Town and District Councillors in attendance, 
in relation to the Ribbesford and Heightington issues, and Jubilee Gardens. 

Having therefore dealt with questions raised, and with there being no other contributions, 
the Mayor again thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 
7.54pm. 

……………………………. 
Mayor/Chairman  
Annual Town Meeting 
25 April 2022 

7



Bewdley Town Council 
 

Annual Report of the Town Mayor 25 April 2022 
 
 
This has been a strange year.  Mayor Making took twenty minutes at a 
Council Meeting with no townspeople present, and the vagaries of the 
Government’s Covid restrictions prevented, or forced the postponement of, 
most civic and charity fundraising events during the first four months (May to 
August) of the municipal year.  Planning of events by Mayors and Chairmen 
was therefore delayed. 
 
The number of engagements increased in the second four months, 
September to December, and planning of events became practicable, and 
there was a further increase of events in the new year of 2022.  In all, little 
more than forty events have been attended. 
 
I made Wyre Forest Citizens’ Advice Bureau, and Reach, my two charities.  
Reach is located at Lower Park and provides support and opportunities for 
people with learning difficulties, disabilities and mental health needs. 
 
It is a privilege for the Town Mayor to be invited to serve as a Trustee of the 
Bewdley Almshouses charity, and of the Bewdley Old Grammar School 
charity, as well as on the Executive Committee of the Civic Society.  I am 
grateful for my introduction to the work of these bodies. 
 
One effect of our Covid experience was that the rate of change in some areas 
has accelerated; public participation in civic events is not what it was, tradition 
notwithstanding.  Mayor’s Sunday has been slowly dying, being largely a 
gaggle of robed councillors walking to and from St Anne’s Church without 
accompanying townspeople.  Public events without the public are pointless.  
So I held a Civic afternoon tea at Wharton Park in September, which was well 
attended.  The Mayor’s Secretary suggested donation envelopes on the 
tables, which yielded several hundred pounds towards my charities. 
 
The Christmas Lights switch on event on 27 November 2021, in association 
with LSD Promotions, actually went well although the Town Council had been 
apprehensive about public attendance in the aftermath of the Covid 
restrictions.  The Council had also been concerned because the lighting 
contractor had pulled out, leaving councillors scratching about looking for a 
replacement contractor and lights at short notice. 
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This year, LSD Promotions are unwilling to run regular twice-monthly Sunday 
markets, and have offered two two-day weekend events and the Christmas 
Lights switch-on event. 
 
The River Severn is now low for most of the year, but the floods seem to be 
an annual winter event.  Last year, the Wribbenhall barriers shifted and 
homes were flooded.  The County Council re-laid the faulty highway in the dip 
at the end of Stourport Road and the Environment Agency re-installed the 
temporary barriers, but this years’ flood outflanked the barriers and inundated 
Wribbenhall again.  The Environment Agency’s plans for a permanent barrier 
system are now advanced and we can hope for its construction soon. 
 
Wyre Forest District Council’s ‘Localism’ agenda has ground on, giving the 
Town Council hope that, after three long years, Riverside North Park, 
Borough House, and finally in May 2022 the public toilets will actually be 
transferred to the Town Council.  All of these properties come with ongoing 
additional costs to the Bewdley taxpayer, but with Borough House we own 
our own office. 
 
Bewdley Museum is another part of the Localism Agenda, with its freehold 
promised to the Town Council by Wyre Forest District Council and the 
management to go to a team of independent Trustees.  The transfer was to 
have taken place at the beginning of this year, but has not yet happened.  
The Council was pleased to agree to the Trustees request to meet them 
Council earlier this year, but this arrangement also fell through. 
 
Wyre Forest Guides and Scouts will be marching in Kidderminster on 24 April 
for their St Georges Day Parade, the first in three years.  I’m pleased to have 
received an invitation to this event. 
 
We have organised half-a-dozen events to raise money for this year’s 
charities, the last of which will be an Afternoon Tea at Wharton Park on the 
28 April. 
 
Finally, a note about people.  The Town Clerk, Administrative Officer, and 
Mayor’s Secretary have all changed over this last year.  The Town Mayor and 
Councillors all depend on them, and their commitment and professionalism.  
Similarly, I appreciate the support I have received from the Deputy Mayor Cllr 
Rod Stanczyszyn and the Mayoress, Mrs Mary Breese. 
 
Cllr Paul Harrison 
Town Mayor 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

2021-2022 
 

BEWDLEY TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2021 - 2022  

During 2021 - 2022 Bewdley Town Council has seen various changes and challenges 

amongst those on a national scale the changes in legislation covering rules and regulations 

surrounding the pandemic but also change to the operation and delivery of Council and 

Committee Meetings as a result. 

The Council, continually strives to improve the services it offers which has resulted in a change 

of office from 25 Load Street to 6 Load Street during the summer of 2021.  This has enabled 

the council to improve its IT system enabling a combination of office based and remote working 

to allow for maximum flexibility and efficiencies.  

It is hoped that the annual report and the Town Meeting will encourage the community to get 

involved, learn about the Council’s role and with the forthcoming elections taking place in May 

2023 maybe even consider becoming a Councillor in the future. 

The Council’s aim is to deliver a quality service with the provision of resource available.  

1. The Town Council 

Bewdley Town Council was created in 1974 following the reorganisation of local government 

in England & Wales, before which it had been a Borough within Worcestershire. It now forms 

part of Wyre Forest District which is one of six Districts within Worcestershire.  

The council consists of 13 members, 11 of which were elected for a term of four years on 2nd 

May 2019.  There has been one by-election that took place during May 2021 where Cllr Seldon 

was elected to serve in West Ward and 1 co-option in June 2021 where Cllr Latimer was co-

opted to the council also serving West Ward. All Councillors’ contact details can be obtained 

from the Council website www.bewdleytowncouncil.org.  Sadly after 20 years serving the 

community of Bewdley, Cllr Elizabeth Davies resigned from office on 11 March, Bewdley Town 

Council would like to express its gratitude in the hard work and commitment that she has 

shown over those 20 years. Following notification of the vacancy it prompted a call by electors 

to hold an election. An election will take place to fill the vacancy of Wribbenhall on Thursday 

5 May 2022. Further information can be found on the Council’s website.  

The 2021 - 2022 Council year officially began on 21 May 2021 with the annual meeting of the 

Town Council (Mayor Making).  At this meeting, the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor were 

elected; Cllr Paul Harrison was elected as Mayor and Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn as Deputy Mayor. 

Members were also elected to the Councils standing committees, advisory groups and  

representatives on external bodies. 
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2. General Power of Competency 

Having met the criteria of at least two-thirds of the total seats on the Council being held by 

elected members (currently 11 Councillors being elected and 1 co-opted) and a having a Town 

Clerk who holds the Certificate in Local Council Administration (achieved in January 2020), 

on the 6th July 2020, the council resolved to adopt the ‘general power of competency’. Under 

the Localism Act 2011 s1 (1), which allow the council “the power to do anything that individuals 

generally may do as long as they do not break any other laws.”   

3. The Town Council meeting and Committees  

Town Council meetings are currently held on the first Monday of the month. All Town Council 

Meetings resumed face-to-face during May 2021 with working group meetings continuing in a 

virtual format.   

Town Council committee meetings are also held monthly.  A change in March saw the Finance 

Committee and Facilities Committee merge to form a combined Finance and Facilities 

Committee due to the crossover of financing services and service delivery and an attempt to 

maximise efficiencies within the council.  

• Finance and Facilities Committee – currently meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every 

month and focuses on the Council’s financial management including reviewing of the 

budgets, certain policies within the remit of its sphere.  

• Planning Committee – also meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each month to consider 

planning applications, this committee does not have statutory power to grant planning 

permission but is a legal consultee providing comments on all planning and tree works.  

• The Staffing Committee - meets every quarter, and also on an ad-hoc basis, when 

required, to oversee all staffing, polices and appointments. 

All meeting agendas are posted on our noticeboard outside the Mayor’s office in the entrance 

of the Museum and Guildhall.  They can also be found on the Council’s website in more detail. 

4. Councillor attendance statistics for 2021 - 2022  

The council and committee attendance records are set out below: 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Council Staff  

The Council has seen a number of changes to the team since the last Annual Town Meeting.  

A new Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer took post formally commencing in December 

2021 and the introduction of a new Mayor’s PA took post in May 2021.  

A newly appointed Administrative Assistant commenced very recently in March 2022 on a job 

share position with the second half of the post recently filled with newly appointed staff 

member commencing in May. The council’s caretaker has also increased hours due to the 

transfer of assets from the District Council to the Town Council and is responsible for the 

cleaning of the Load Street public conveniences, weekly inspection work of the Wyre Hill Sand 

Park, Millennium Green and the lifebuoys and waste collection at Riverside North Park. The 

role also encompasses town wide investigation and reporting and is an invaluable asset to 

both the Council and the community. 
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6. Civic Ceremonies 

During the municipal year the Town Council holds a number of civic ceremonies including the 

annual meeting of the Town Council (Mayor Making), Mayor’s Sunday and Remembrance 

Services.  As a result of the on-going pandemic changes were made to some events earlier 

in the year due to legislation on gatherings at that time however Remembrance Sunday went 

ahead as planned with some changes to the parade. 

7. Communication 

The Council is committed to promoting good communication and continue to build and 

maintain open communication lines with the public and the residents of the town. To ensure 

that the Council’s news, updates and information are accessible to as many individuals as 

possible, the Council has adopted various methods of information sharing: 

The Website: www.bewdleytowncouncil.org 

Facebook: Bewdley Town Council 

8. Town Maintenance & Amenities 

The Town Council is responsible for maintaining a number of amenities around Bewdley 

however these do not include the highways or car parks. 

Lengthsman  The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out a wide range of minor works 

within the Bewdley boundary on behalf of Worcestershire County 

Council as the Highway Authority.  WCC provides a small budget of 

£2895.  The council employ’s two Lengthsman on a outsourced 

contractor basis.  

Town Clock This includes servicing and running costs. The town clock is located on 

St. Anne’s Church tower.  

Bus Shelters The council is responsible for nine bus shelters. All the bus shelters 

were provided with funds from Worcestershire County Council but are 

maintained and kept in repair by the Town Council. 

Benches Presently, the council own and maintain 41 seats and benches situated 

in the town, some of which have dedication plaques which have been 

donated in memory of people for whom Bewdley was a special place.  

Lifebuoys There are 7 lifebuoys sited on Severn Side North, Severn Side South 

and at Beales Corner. These are inspected on a weekly basis.  

Street Poles Three are 9 street poles in Load Street which are used to display the 

town’s hanging baskets.  

Noticeboards The council own and manage the notice board at Beale’s Corner; all 

voluntary, not-for-profit organisations in the town are able to advertise 

events taking place in Bewdley at a cost of £10 per week (Monday to 

Sunday) and subject to availability.  The Council also has noticeboards 

located in the Museum entrance, outside of the Museum and on the 

disabled toilets; advertising materials can be displayed here at a cost of 

£5 per week. 

Wyre Hill Sand park The Wyre Hill Sand park adjacent to St Anne’s School and is leased 

from Worcestershire County Council. Bewdley Town Council is 

responsible for and continue to pay for the running cost and 

maintenance of the site. The Caretaker undertakes weekly checks on 
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the play equipment and a contractor cuts the grass.  The park has an 

active ‘Friends’ group who help with site maintenance.  

Trees Worcestershire County Council operate a Tree Warden Scheme. Until 

December Bewdley had two voluntary Tree Wardens however following 

retirement of a long serving volunteer, it now has one volunteer tree 

warden. The role of the tree warden is to monitor the condition of 

Bewdley’s trees and they are also asked by BTC to comment on 

planning applications for tree work primarily concerned with trees that 

are the subject of a Tree Preservation Order (TPOs) and all trees within 

the towns Conservation Area (TCAS). Where any tree is to be removed 

for genuine reasons, they usually recommend a replacement is planted 

to maintain and enhance the overall amenity of the town.  

Millennium Green  The Town Council hold land in trust for the community called the 

Millennium Green situated adjacent to the Shaw Hedge Road 

Community Centre in Wribbenhall. The Council would welcome any 

volunteers who would like to work with us to look after the Green for 

local residents to enjoy.  

Riverside North Park The transfer of asset from Wyre Forest District Council to Bewdley 

Town Council took place in September 2021. The council’s contractor 

has commenced grounds maintenance work from March 2022 and 

waste collection from the site commenced following transfer. 

 The park has an active ‘Friends’ group who have raised funds to replace 
a piece of play equipment in the children’s play area. 

 
Bewdley Town Council also provide: 

Tubs and Baskets Responsible for a number of flower tubs and planters located around 

the town planters located on Severnside South will be planted during 

the forthcoming summer and winter for a year round display.  A new 

contractor sourced for 2021 has been awarded the contract for both 

baskets and planters for 2022. 

Christmas Lights The Christmas Lights are switched on for a period of about six weeks 

from late November into the New Year. A new three-year hire contract 

for the provision of the display, including installation, removal and 

storage was due to commence in December 2021, however the 

awarded contractor withdrew from the contract two months before the 

switch on event resulting in a very fast negotiation with another 

company to provide a one-year display.   A new three-year tender 

process is currently being carried out. 

 2021 saw the council work with Worcestershire County Council, the 

Bewdley Civic Society and a local business to provide bridge 

illuminations during the festive period. 

 Sadly due to storm Arwen the Christmas Market running in conjunction 

with the Town Council’s Christmas Illuminations Switch On event had 

to be cancelled at very short notice due to health and safety concerns. 

The switch in event still took place and despite the cold weather and 

winds was a great success. 

 

Markets The Council’s 3-year contract with LSD Promotions to provide the 

Bewdley Town Markets on 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month and Bank 

Holiday Mondays (March to December) finished at the end of 2021. Due 

to concerns that the markets in its current format was not economically 

13



viable for the market provider, the council has agreed to changes in the 

agreement which will mean that LSD Promotions will hold two larger 

festival type markets over a 2-day period in June and September. They 

will also hold a 1 day Christmas Market on 17 December. 

9. Localism Transfers 

During 2021 - 2022 the Council worked closely with Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) to 

secure key assets for the town.   

Town Council Offices - The offices at 6/6A Load Street are part leased, from the Community 

Housing Group, and part owned. The transfer was finalised in June 2021. 

Public Toilets – The Council will soon take ownership of the public conveniences located on 

the Load Street car park with legal paperwork nearing its final stages.  The continuance of 

cleaning both toilet blocks remain unchanged however waste contract services and 

maintenance will fall to the Town Council upon completion of the transfer. 

Riverside North Park – The transfer of land completed in September 2021 with responsibility 

for maintenance of groundwork, play equipment and waste collection falling directly to 

Bewdley Town Council.  

10. Neighbourhood Plan 

The council continues to work on Bewdley’s Neighbourhood Plan with a group of dedicated 

members of the community. The purpose of the plan is to give a stronger voice to local 

residents regarding planning issues and land use. The first public consultation took place in 

March 2016, with the draft objectives and policies consultation held on the 18th March 2017. 

Following changes to the draft plan Wyre Forest District Council requested that the 

Neighbourhood Planning Group hold a further consultation exercise however this has not been 

progressed as yet. 

11. Finances  

A large proportion of the council’s income is met by the precept. This is the sum of money 

which is raised from householders in Bewdley. It forms part of the overall Council Tax levied 

by the County Council, West Mercia Police Authority and the Fire & Rescue Service which is 

collected on their behalf by Wyre Forest District Council. The precept in 2021 - 2022 was 

calculated by multiplying the Tax base (the number of band D properties in Bewdley) by the 

amount levied against those Band D householders.  

2021 - 2022  

Tax Base 3610 (band D properties in Bewdley) multiplied by the 2021 - 2022 band D annual 

levy of £55.56 with the annual increase per band D property being £5.56 and the weekly 

increase being £0.107. 

Budget Preparation 2022/23  

The Budget working group of the Finance Committee met on several occasions to discuss and 

consider cost savings and budget increases. When considering the budget for 2022/23, the 

Council resolved an overall increase in precept of 2.41% with a decision to draw on reserves 

of £30,052 to meet its budget so as not to overburden the taxpayer. 
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The table below shows how the average Band D charge has increased during the last five 

years 

Year Precept Band D 
Charge 

Band D % 
Increase 

2018/19 142,263 39.43 10.45% 

2019/20 161,309 44.44 12.70% 

2020/ 21 182,350 50.00 12.52% 

2021/22 200,585 55.56 11.11% 

2022/23 200,542 56.67 2.41% 

 

12. Accounts Summary  

The account summary for 2021-22 are listed below:  
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13. Support for local Community Groups  

The town council remains committed to providing grants to local community-based 

organisations; the payment of any grant is subject to certain terms and conditions.  In 2021 - 

2022 a budget of £14,500 was made available in grants to the local organisations for the 

benefit of the community.  The number of applications received this year was lower than in 

previous years.  If you are interested in applying for a grant, visit bewdleytowncouncil.org for 

more information. Please see a summary of the grants we made over the last year.  

Organisation 
Grants 
 2021 - 
2022 

Wyre Forest CAB £1000  

Bewdley Petanque Club £500 

Bewdley School £1000 

Community Transport £1000 

Bewdley Bike Week £500 

Wribbenhall Parish Rooms £500 

Bewdley Festival £500 

Bewdley Horticultural Society £300 

Total Grants Awarded 2021 - 2022 £5300 

 

14. Meet Your Councillors 

Bewdley Town Council is made up of 13 Councillors representing the three wards of Bewdley 

East, Bewdley West and Wribbenhall.  Being a Town Councillor is a voluntary unpaid role and 

can be very rewarding. The next Town Council elections will be held in May 2023, if you are 

interest in becoming a Councillor visit the Wyre Forest District Council, Elections Team. 

EAST WARD COUNCILLORS (4)         

    

Cllr Anna 
Coleman 
  

Cllr Rod 
Stanczyszyn 
2021 - 2022 
Deputy Mayor 

Cllr Paul Gittins 
MBE 

Cllr Heather lacy 

 

WEST WARD COUNCILLORS (4) 

 

 

  

 
Cllr Roger 
Coleman 

 
Cllr Emily 
Seldon 

 
Cllr Calne  
Edginton White 

 
Cllr Ian 
Latimer 
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WRIBBENHALL COUNCILLORS (5) 

 

    

1 Vacancy 
 

Cllr Paul 
Harrison 
2021 - 2022 
Mayor 

Cllr Daniel 
Morehead  
 

Cllr John Byng Cllr Sarah 
Billett 

 

Your Councillors contact details are available on the town council website 

www.bewdleytowncouncil.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: 
 
Bewdley Town Council 
Borough House 
6 Load Street  
Bewdley 
DY12 2AF 
 
Telephone: 01299 400157 
 
admin@bewdleytowncouncil.org  
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County Cllr Ian Hardiman’s Annual Report,  

April 2022, for Bewdley Town Council: 

In the fifth year, following my election as your County Councillor (for Cookley, Wolverley & 

Wribbenhall), I have again been very busy dealing with a wide range of issues; this I have done to the 

best of my ability. 

Most of my casework refers to Highways issues and owing to the Pandemic which has incurred 

absenteeism problems for County Highways, often delays have been experienced on some subjects. 

Good news is that following recruitment recently, our complement of Liaison Engineers is fully 

restored. 

During this year, the District has again suffered terrible flooding, especially in Wribbenhall where 

defences were unfortunately breached again. Thankfully now, Wribbenhall’s Beales Corner Flood 

Barrier project is progressing well and it is hope that completion of the barrier construction will 

occur during 2024. In the meantime, I have been pleased that from my Special Local Member’s Fund, 

I have been able to allocate £9,000 towards a local barrier project for Victoria House flats and other 

local properties to install their own Flood Gate to help protect residents’ vehicles and reduce flood 

water up against the properties themselves. 

Recently, Pupils of Bewdley School and the Primary School helpfully assisted with further planting of 

trees in the Netherton Lane Field; 7,500 have now been planted with another 500 or so intended for 

planting in the Autumn to complete the 8,000 commitment by the County Council for this field. 

I am pleased that we have seen again much needed road resurfacing and similarly so for deserving 

pavements. 

During this year, I have attended all County Full Council meetings held and have stayed for the 

duration of each meeting. 

I continue to serve on the County Council’s Planning Committee and in May 2021 was appointed 

Chairman of this committee. 

I continue to be a member of the Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority and serve on their Audit 

Committee. 

I continue to serve on the County Council’s Appeals Panel. 

I am the County Council’s representative on the Kidderminster Educational Special Benefits Trust. 

During this year I have utilised my Divisional Fund of £10,000 to allocate grants to 21 various good 

causes and organisations which provide support to the residents of my Division. 

I regularly attend the Town Council’s Road Safety Group meetings and help to resolve any issues 

raised there. 

Together with my District Councillor colleagues, Paul Harrison and John Byng, I always endeavour to 

provide the best possible support to Bewdley Town Council and all the residents it serves. 

Ian Hardiman, County Councillor for Cookley, Wolverley & Wribbenhall. 
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Annual Report: Cllr Daniel Morehead. 

 

On top of my role as a Bewdley Town Councillor, it has been my pleasure to represent Bewdley & 

Rock as your County Councillor having been elected in May 2021. 

As expected, most of my casework relates to Highways issues and I am proud that I have responded 

to all queries and have either shared the limitations of the issues or progressed every piece of case 

work that I have been contacted about. 

The main issue in Bewdley remains the speed, congestion and pollution from the traffic through the 

Town. I have continued to pursue the 20mph requests from the public and I am currently in 

discussions with the Highways Team and Cabinet Member for Highways with the aim of progressing 

this to public consultation.  

I am also pleased to have supported local businesses with outdoor seating applications by working 

with the local MP, the EA and Highways to make this possible throughout the pandemic. 

Through my divisional funding, I have been delighted to support Bewdley with the following: 

• Funding two new benches for Bewdley Town 

• Funding a community defibrillator at St Annes School 

• Funding the set up of a Forest School at St Annes School 

• Contributing towards the excellent work that Wyre Forest Night Stop for those most in need 

I have served on the County Council’s Audit and Standards and Ethics Committees, and I have also 

served as a member of the Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority. 

I am looking forward to continuing to serve the residents of Bewdley throughout 2022. 
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ANNUAL REPORT (1st April 2021-31st March 2022). DISTRICT CLLR. JOHN BYNG  

 

Following the curtailment of activities during the previous two years, this year has seen 

the end of COVID restrictions and a semblance of normality. More meetings have been 

held “face to face,” with virtual meetings continuing where appropriate. 

 

Once again, the Together Group which l chair has struggled. New members have been 

few, and the committee has suffered from three resignations ( two because of health 

issues) together with the sad death of the founder of the Together Group, Anne Mace. 

Events for members re-started and were warmly received, however, as the year ends the 

future looks uncertain. Throughput the year, the committee has continued to keep in 

touch with members with regard to their well being. 

 

As is now becoming a regular occurrence, Beales Corner was once again subjected to 

major flooding. I am a member of the Flood Defence Volunteer Group, which is 

recognised by the Environment Agency as an important partner. Our group has lobbied 

for a long time to get permanent barriers at Beales Corner. At last funds are in place to 

do this, tests and models are being carried out, and we hope to see permanent flood 

barriers at Beales Corner in the not too distant future. 

 

Casework continues to be a major part of council life and l have endeavoured to help all 

the Wribbenhall residents who have contacted me, as well as residents of areas under 

Kidderminster Foreign Parish Council and Upper Arley Parish Council whom l also 

represent as District Councillor. 

 

At Bewdley Town Council, l have this year served on the Finance and Facilities 

committee, chaired the Staffing Committee, and served on groups comprising the Road 

Safety Group, the Budget group, and the annual Christmas Lights switch on group. As a 

Wyre Forest District Councillor l have served on the Licensing Committee and the Green 

Agenda advisory panel. 

 

I remain a Trustee and Member of the Friends of Riverside North Park. 

 

 

John Byng 

Town Councillor : Wribbenhall  

District Councillor : Wribbenhall and Arley 
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Annual Town Meeting – Monday 25th April 2022 7.00.p.m. 

Report Bewdley Town Councillor Calne Edginton-White 

The Town Council following Government Guidelines resumed face to face meetings at the beginning 

of the  2021-2022 municipal year. To ensure adequate social distancing and good ventilation the 

monthly full Council meetings resumed at the Wribbenhall Parish Rooms. Many meetings other than 

full Council continued for several months via Zoom and the use of Zoom and Teams has proved more 

efficient for some meetings, including the Road Safety Group and stakeholder meetings with both 

WFDC and the Environment Agency regarding flood alleviation plans. 

During 2021-2022 I have chaired the Road Safety Group meetings which have met monthly. I am 

grateful to our two County Councillors for their regular attendance at the Road Safety meetings and 

their assistance in raising our local issues with County Officers. There are notes available on the 

Council website for the work of the group, which has included issues of Welch Gate Pollution, 

pedestrian safety, blocked pavements from illegal parking, pavement and quayside repair and 

maintenance and speeding traffic. 

The Council has continued to press for 20 MPH signage in the town centre and on the gateway 

entrances into the Town, working with WCC there are now a number of locations for signs being 

agreed and a scheme is soon to be implemented. There is also an opportunity for volunteers to get 

training for the Community Speed Watch programme and expressions of interest from residents can 

be made on the Council web site or by speaking to one of your local Councillors. 

The Council has also extended the provision of Vehicle Activated Signs with fixed signs with solar 

panels in Cleobury Road at the Yew Tree Road junction and one in Habberley Road. Provision for a 

further fixed solar powered sign has been made for 2022-2023 and there is to be some public 

consultation to identify other locations where another fixed VAS could be most effective. 

The challenges for the Council continue to be addressing the impact of traffic and congestion on our 

local environment. Supporting initiatives which will improve opportunities for walking and cycling 

and developing active travel corridors in our area is a priority. 

I have continued to serve as the Lead Councillor on Flood defences and Bewdley Flood Volunteers 

Co-ordinator. There is a separate report available on flood defences and it has been distributed with 

this evenings pack. The Environment Agency have engaged with the Town Council and Beale’s 

Corner residents extensively over the last twelve months with regard to both the temporary flood 

barrier deployment and more recently the preferred design for the proposed permanent flood 

defences at Beale’s Corner. Following a well attended public “drop in” on April 5th 2022 the 

Environment Agency have provided a virtual tour of the preferred design for residents comments. 

In this Platinum Jubilee year to celebrate our Queen’s 70th years of service the Council are planning 

for a firework display date to be confirmed and Afternoon Tea /Picnic in the Park (Jubilee Gardens) 

with live music and Proms Finale on Sunday June 4th. 

Wearing both Town Council and District Councillor hats I served on the Localism group. The Localism 

acquisitions include Riverside North Park, Offices in Load Street and the Town Toilets all have been 

taken on by the Town Council. With my Bewdley and Rock Town and District Councillor colleagues 

we have taken on board the issues for Town Centre residents with regard to parking. 

My Wyre Forest District Council report can be accessed on the Wyre Forest District Council web site. 

Prepared Cllr Calne Edginton-White.                                                                                        25th April 2022. 
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Tree Warden Report 

Annual Parish Meeting 2022 

 

Until a few months ago there were two voluntary Tree Wardens reporting to 

Bewdley Town Council but Cliff Willmot with whom I have worked for almost 

25 years, stepped down a couple of months ago.  I shall miss his input, 

especially as he is better at identifying tree species than I am. 

We were both invited to a meeting of the Civic Society last month ay which 

Alvan Kingston, The District Council’s Arboricultural Offficer was guest speaker.   

We work closely with Alvan as the District Council is the Planning Authority, 

and we learned from his presentation. 

It has been a fairly quiet time for Tree applications, maybe because of the 

uncertain days in which we have lived for the last couple of years.  

Nevertheless, we have looked at applications as they have been received, and 

a distinction has to be made between those in the Conservation Area and 

those elsewhere which are subject to Tree Preservation Orders. 

We find that applications keep cropping up in various small pockets where 

residents feel that trees are growing too close to their property, and they 

sometimes feel that the trees are dangerous.  This can be a hard one to judge 

and in serious cases a report from a qualified Arboriculturalist can help an 

applicant’s case.    We look at the tree(s) involved wherever possible without 

necessarily entering the property unless invited.  We are always conscious of 

the fact that we are not experts and allow for this when making judgements. 

We often feel that there is insufficient investigation as to the status of nearby 

trees when properties change hands. 

Following our inspection and judgement, we report to the Town Council’s 

Planning Committee which they take into account at their meeting when 

deciding whether to support an application or recommend refusal. 

 

Gren Jones on behalf of Bewdley Tree Wardens 
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COMMUNITY TRANSPORT WYRE FOREST 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 11TH APRIL 2022 

 

 

Following a very difficult year, we are pleased to report that passenger numbers are on the up. 

 

During the year we have carried out 9297 journeys for people needing to attend essential 

appointments whether that be medical or social.   

 

Unfortunately, many of our volunteers have stepped down for various reasons following Covid.    Our  

main issue currently is the recruitment of volunteers and we are putting our resources into this 

currently.   

 

We have gained a new vehicle during lockdown that is able to carry 13 passengers and also a 

wheelchair.  Our aim is to offer local social trips out to garden centres/pubs/local attractions etc. Once 

again we are struggling to find a volunteer to drive. 

 

We were able to carry out one fund raising event in the year which raised a £1,000 and we have also 

applied for various grants. 

 

The coming year is going to be very trying as we get back to normal and it will be crucial to the 

organisation to recruit more volunteers. 

 

We thank Bewdley Town Council for their continued and much welcomed support, without this 

support increased pressure would be put on the Charity resources. 

 

 

Beverley Coldrick 

Chief Officer 
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BEWDLEY FESTIVAL  

Report to Bewdley Town Council 2021/22 

 

Bewdley Festival’s overall aim is to provide a range of art-based events and activities that 
 
"Bring the best into Bewdley and to bring the best out of Bewdley".  
 
Thanks to the continued support and encouragement of the many members and volunteers, Bewdley 
Festival has developed and expanded over the years to become an eagerly awaited part of the Bewdley 
and Wyre Forest calendar. A special thank you to all our Partners & Patrons for their invaluable 
sponsorship. 
 
Achievements in 2021 
 
The highlights of the year include: 
 
Bewdley Festival 2021 
In October we held 18 events across a range of arts including music; comedy; poetry and spoken word. 
We welcomed both local and internationally known acts. All were very complimentary about the 
welcome they received from our audiences and how professionally our festival is run. 
 
Lemn Sissay provided a memorable evening performing his great poetry. There was excellent music 
from Police Dog Hogan, Fairport Convention and a surprise performance by Robert Plant’s Saving 
Grace. 
  
For the events held in October 2021 we sold over 2,400 tickets, used four different local venues and 
attracted sponsorship from 22 local companies. 
 
Duck Houses were back in Jubilee Gardens. As always, we are grateful to the Emily Jordan Foundation 
for their hard work in building the houses and 35 different community organisations and businesses 
that decorated them. They will be back in 2023. 
 
Bewdley Youth Festival (BYF): We were able to work with the organisers of Hopfest to provide the 
opportunity for young people to perform music, poetry and to show off their artistic skills. Festival 
works closely with The Bewdley School. 
 
Bewdley Community Arts Foundation: established in 2020 our Foundation was able to award £2,000 
to various projects proposed by students at Bewdley School. 
 

 

Bewdley Festival Office 
St. George’s Hall 

Load Street 
Bewdley 

Worcestershire 
DY12 2EQ 

Phone: 01299 404808 
Email: admin@bewdleyfestival.org.uk    
Web: www.bewdleyfestival.org.uk 
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Our Plans for 2022. 
 
These include: 

• Events are being planned that will take place outside on the main festival e.g., Bad Apple 

Theatre “Elephant Rock” on the 20th May; Music – Justin Adams & Mauro Durante on the 27th 

May; etc. 

• October 2022 Festival: 20 events to be held between 7th October to 15th October. 

• Bewdley Youth Festival:  Wyre Forest Young Musician of the Year and our Youth Festival 

Showcase will be back in 2022 together with Hopfest (16th & 17 September). We will again be 

providing opportunities for young people to perform in front of live audiences. Enabling them 

to build their skills and confidence. 

• Bewdley Community Arts Foundation: via our foundation we will be seeking applications from 
the Wyre Forest Community and making further grants. 

 
We are very grateful for the continuing support provided by Bewdley Town Council.   
 
We also work with a number of other organisations including:  
 

The Elmley Foundation 
 
The Helen Rachel Mackaness Charitable Trust 
  
The Roger & Douglas Turner Charitable Trust 
  
The Rotary Club of Bewdley 
  
Kidderminster & District Lions Club 
   
St George’s Hall Venue Management  

 
 
We always need more help. We especially need more volunteers so that we can continue to build our 
festival. In addition, we need help in marketing our events as the loss of “The Bridge” monthly 
publication has hit us hard.  
 
 
Trevor Price (Bewdley Festival Society Committee Chair & Trustee) 
April 2022 
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To BTC  

Friends of Riverside North Park      14.3.2022 

 

Our last meeting was in January 2020 and the AGM was due in March 2020. 

Since then we have been holding the fort waiting for Covid to pass and then of 

course the takeover from WFDC to BTC.  During this time we have had a couple 

of Trustees meetings to oversee and update us on progress. 

We badly need now to move things on and encourage new interest as we 

(Jenny & Mac Chamberlain) intend retiring by the summer. 

The new, replacement, train in the Play Area will finally be installed at the end 

of April, overseen by Councillor Rod Stanczyszyn, and funded solely by FoRNP.   

 We did try to arrange for WFDC to reduce the amount of Reed Mace in the 

pond but unfortunately the flooding prevented this from happening at that 

time and the opportunity was therefore missed due to the nesting regulations. 

This needs to be done during the Winter in liaison with BTC, for which the 

remaining funds have been set aside. 

General maintenance of the grass and paths in the Park have been very 

impressive to date. 

Footnote: 

Quite some time ago we were told by Alan Breen (WFDC) that around £23,000 

of “106” money from a housing development in Long Bank had been allocated 

to our Friends Group. The development itself appears to be well progressed 

now. Does anyone know how we should go about following this up please? 
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Bewdley & District Horticultural Society 

 

After two disruptive years our Society was able to return to a regular programme of monthly 

meetings in February 2022. 

As anticipated we did not have all our members returning, as some are understandably 

cautious due to Covid. However those who did return have been very supportive of the 

Society and it’s future. 

 

With a new, much reduced committee the decision was made to continue with the high 

standard to monthly talks, but to make the Annual Fruit, Flower&Vegetable Show a smaller 

event. Increasing costs - of time, money and commitment mean we need to manage the 

event within our capabilities. The Show gives members the opportunity to show case their 

own achievements, but also is an effective way to advertise our society and encourage new 

members. Consequently our Show this year will be held on Saturday 20th August at the Elim 

Riverside Church. 

 

During Covid, members added to the Society’s  website which has helped keep everyone in 

touch. Having a committed   member who keeps the website informative and relevant has 

been much appreciated. 

 

We thank Bewdley Town  Council for their continued financial support and hope that some 

of its members may visit the Show. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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LOCAL FOODBANKS 
Times are Tough 

Inflation and the rising costs of 
energy are already hitting 
people who can least afford 
these increases.  

Referrals to our Foodbanks are 
consequentially growing and so 
Sam Guille from the Wyre 
Forest Foodbank and Denise 
Carson from Kidderminster 
Foodbank were recently invited 
to explain what they do and let 
us know where we can help.  

Sam is the minister at the 
Franche Community Church 
which is the home of the Wyre 
Forest Foodbank founded in 
1989 and is a fully independent 
operation.  

It is a very rare set up in that it 
delivers food boxes to people it 
supports.  

Whilst most foodbanks have 
people come to the door the 
Church thought ‘What about 
those who do not have the 
physical or mental capacity to 
come in or those who cannot 
afford the bus fare’.  

There are thirty volunteers 
who collect pack and deliver 
twice a week. Prior to Covid 
they had four drivers but now 
demand is such that they have 
had to increase this to ten.  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

PAGE 2  

Local Foodbanks 
Ukraine Appeal 

PAGE 3  

Club Jottings 

PAGE 4 

Read Easy District Grant 

PAGE 5 

KEMP Korner 

PAGE 6 

RI President’s Theme 

PAGE 7 

Polio Update 

PAGE 9 

Information 

Read RI President  
Shekhar Mehta’s  

monthly blog….here  

Sam Guille of Wyre Forest Foodbank and Denise Carson from Kidderminster Foodbank  
receiving cheques from President Sean and Terry Garbett 
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Prior to Covid they were delivering on average 124 boxes per month. Now they are 
delivering around 400 boxes per month.  

In addition they are offering a free meal on Sundays. 

All the people they help are referrals from various agencies including Citizens Advice, 
Housing Associations, Wyre Forest Council and the NHS.  

Last September Denise, who runs the Kidderminster Foodbank, has had to cope with an 
emergency move to new premises in Blackwell Street following safety concerns at their 
previous location in Baxter Reform Church. A Wyre Forest Council grant to cover the rent 
of their new premises for twelve months has meant that they could continue but what 
happens after September 2022 is of concern particularly in view of the increased demand.  

In the past year Kidderminster Foodbank has provided almost four and a half thousand 
supplies of three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food to people in crisis who have 
been referred via several agencies. Kidderminster Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust and 
works closely with the Franche Foodbank. 

As well as providing food the Kidderminster Foodbank offers job search advice and help 
with writing CVs, signposting to other charities, businesses, social services and government 
departments who can help people in crisis. 

The local community and supermarkets are very generous in their donations of food but 
money is always needed to purchase toiletry, sanitary items and nappies in addition to food 
items which are in short supply.   

The Club gave cheques to both Foodbanks and is looking at ways of raising funds to donate 
to our local Foodbanks on a regular basis.   

Ukraine Donation Centre 
Former Debenhams Building 

Weavers Walk 

Kidderminster 

Kidderminster centre will be collecting essential items including;  

blankets, sleeping bags, pillows, towels, coats, warm boots, warm clothes, thermal underwear, gloves, tights, 

colouring books, crayons, toys, torches, batteries, candles, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo,  

shower gel, liquid soap, Calpol, plasters and dressings, sanitary towels and nappies  

Opening times:  

Wednesday 9th March 2022 - 4:30pm to 7:30pm 

Thursday 10th March 2022 - 1pm to 3pm   

Friday 11th March 2022 - 1pm to 3pm 

Sunday 13th March 2022 - 11am to 3pm  
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Christmas is over….until next December 

St Basil’s Laptops 

Through our Corporate member, the Bewdley BoB Club, we have been able to donate six 
laptops to St. Basils Kidderminster thanks to the generosity of BoB member Matt Yarranton. 
Matt’s company, Blisstech, renewed the donated old laptops  
by installing a Chrome operating system.  

Corin Trafford, Team Leader at St Basil’s, wrote  
Thank you very much for the laptops donated to St Basil’s. The young 

people will be able to make great use of them and they are essential for 

enabling them to access their community and education, as so much is 

now online. The laptops feel like a lifeline for our young people!  

Thank you for thinking of us and helping the young people living with us, 

all the staff and residents really appreciate your support.  

On behalf of Bewdley Rotary thank you Matt, and also to Chris 
Parry who arranged it all. 

If any reader has an old laptop they no longer use please let me know. It can be found a good home - Editor  

CLUB JOTTINGS      
It’s Good to be Back…...again 

Two young residents of St Basil’s with 
their laptops 
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READ EASY - WYRE FOREST 
Update on District Foundation Grants 

Covid has severely restricted the operations of the 
Wyre Forest Read Easy group.  

In April 2020 Steve Peckham, Leader of Wyre Forest Read Easy stated in an email to Club Foundation 
Chairman, Tom Elliott :- 

“It will not surprise you to learn that our normal coaching/reading operations have had to cease 

temporarily. As all our frontline work is carried out face to face, it was not practical at all to continue. 

Although we have asked any coaches/readers whether they would like to try to use social media/the 

internet to continue some work, this has not been taken up. I believe that this is a result of not many of 

our readers being that computer/tablet literate and/or may not have access to the internet. Nevertheless, 

the nature of our local operation means that once things resume some normality and it becomes safe to 

coach again, then, as we are all volunteers, it should be quite easy to get up and running in a very short 

time.” 

Following a presentation by Steve Peckham in March 2019, the club had agreed to award £600 to Read 
Easy and Tom had put in an application to District for matched funding. (see report in July 2019 Club 
Newsletter) District agreed to put on hold the application pending restart of Read Easy ’s operations.  

We had also been in touch with Dave King, the editor of the ‘Rotary’ magazine, with regards to 
publishing an article on the work of Read Easy. He had plans for an edition focused on ’Literacy’ 
sometime in 2020, and an article would fit in well, but Covid also upset these plans and it was 
eventually the June 2021 Issue that the plan came to fruition. Not a bad time we thought as Covid 
seemed in retreat and it might encourage some more Clubs in Great Britain and Ireland to consider 
partnering with, or sponsoring, a local Read Easy group. However, as we all know, Covid had a sting in 
its tail and it was not the best time to promote Read Easy’s work. 

Since the lifting of legal restrictions Tom has had been in touch with the 
District Foundation Chairman, Peter Ramage, and with a commitment from 
Stourport Rotary Club of a donation of £200, a matching grant of £800 has 
now been received.  

In early February BBC screened an hour long programme on how The 
Repair Shop’s, Jay Blades, had learned to overcome his severe dyslexia 
through the Ready Easy programme. Throughout his life he has found ways 
of avoiding the written word, and the film digs deep into how this has 
shaped him.  

The programme explains that like Jay, a quarter of all children in England leave primary school unable 
to read to the expected level. More than eight million adults in the UK have poor literacy skills, and 
half of all prisoners either can’t read or struggle to do so. To watch the programme Click on this link 

In response to the news of the grant which Tom had conveyed, Steve Peckham wrote :- 

Thanks for that fantastic news about the grant. I cannot thank you enough for your tenacity in making this 

happen and for Bewdley Rotary’s unswerving support of what Read Easy Wyre Forest does. The 

programme did generate an incredible amount of interest for Read Easy both nationally and locally. We 

are interviewing for a second coordinator this week as the prelude to recruiting around 10-12 new 

reading coaches over the forthcoming months.  

So, with the money being used to provide the resources for new readers to become literate, in the 
words of the Bard, which hopefully Jay and others will soon be able to read and enjoy, we can say that 
‘All’s well that ends well’. Thank you Tom for your perseverance and success in making things 
happen. 

https://readeasy.org.uk 

©BBC 
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KEMP KORNER 
Volunteer with KEMP 

 

Report by Coralie Hudson KEMP Hospice Fundraiser and Bewdley Rotary member as a Corporate member 
appointee of Bewdley BoB Club  

KEMP Hospice is very grateful to all our volunteers who work 
in roles within every area of our work. Without the time and 
skills of all our volunteers we simply couldn't carry out our 
vital work, supporting people within the Wyre Forest. 

We are always seeking new volunteers to join the KEMP team 
and we understand that the time you are able to offer is 
individual, so if you're interested, please get in touch. We're 
sure we can find something to suit your commitments, skills 
and interests. 

New Volunteer Position - Driver Buddy - We are looking for a volunteer driver buddy on Wednesdays 
to Fridays to accompany our amazing retail van drivers and help with shop deliveries, as well as furniture 
collections and deliveries. You should ideally be able to offer full or half days and happy to go out in our 
van, but you will not be needed to drive. 

Retail Volunteers - We are also looking for volunteers to help at our shops, in particular our Coventry 
Street and Worcester Street shops, both in Kidderminster.   

Events Volunteers - We are always looking for volunteers for our events to help on our registration 
desks and to marshal and keep our supporters safe and sound. This summer we have a brand-new event, 
our Starlight Hike, on Saturday 18th June and if you would like to support us by generously giving some 
time, we would love to hear from you!  

Volunteer marshals at recent Butterfly Walk  

kemphospice.org.uk/events 

38

https://www.bobclubs.com/Club/Bewdley
http://www.kemphospice.org.uk/events


 

 
ISSUE 78 MAR 2022 PAGE 6 

ROTARY THEME 2022/2023 
Imagine Rotary 

Rotary International President-elect Jennifer Jones will make 
history on 1st July by becoming Rotary’s first female president. 
She gave a live online address to precede Rotary’s annual training 
event for District Governors from around the world, the 
International Assembly.  

Jennifer, a member of the Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland, 
Ontario, Canada, revealed the 2022-23 presidential 
theme, Imagine Rotary, as she urged people to dream big and 
harness their connections and the power of Rotary to turn those 
dreams into reality.  

“Imagine, a world that deserves our best,” she told incoming 
district governors on 20 January, “where we get up each day 
knowing that we can make a difference.” We need more Rotarians 
to imagine the possibilities in the change they can make to 
transform the world. 

To better engage members, Rotary needs to “adapt and retool,” 
Jennifer said, using her hometown as an example. Windsor was 
once the automotive hub of Canada. But after plant closings left 
thousands without work, the city needed to retool, in the same way 
an auto plant would, preparing for new parts or a new model. Now 
the town of Windsor is a leader in agribusiness and medical and 
aerospace technology. 

For Rotary, “finding the right ‘part’ to engage each member should 
be our core function,” she said. “It comes down to the comfort and 
care of our members.” 

Engaging members is crucial to retaining members, she said, adding 
that we need to ask members what they want to get from Rotary 
and give them meaningful responsibilities. 

“It is our offer of hands-on service, personal growth, leadership development, and lifelong 
friendships that creates purpose and passion,” she stated. 

Embracing change also means embracing new club models, as she asked the incoming governors 
to form at least two new innovative or cause-based clubs during their term. “Let’s make sure we 
engage our members so they love their clubs and their Rotary experience,” she added.  

Jennifer closed her address by saying that although we all have dreams, acting on them is a 
choice we make. When an organisation like Rotary 
dreams about big things like ending polio and creating 
peace, she said, it becomes our responsibility to make 
them happen. “You don’t imagine yesterday,” she said, “you imagine tomorrow.”  

Watch the 16 minute video of the full address to incoming District Governors by Clicking Here 

You may say I’m a dreamer 
but I’m not the only one 
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POLIO NEWS 
Good and Bad News 

At a meeting in January the WHO Executive Board urged for intensified 
eradication efforts to capitalize on a unique epidemiological window of 
opportunity attributing this favourable situation to sustained commitment 
from the highest levels in polio-affected areas. “2021 set the stage for 
success,” said WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.  “We 
must now not lower our guard.” 

2021 has highlighted the polio programme’s ability to adapt to programmatic, 
epidemiological and political developments, as demonstrated in Afghanistan, 
where – for the first time in more than three years – nationwide 
immunisation campaigns resumed. Whilst the broader benefits of polio eradication were shown, with 
health workers at the forefront supporting global COVID-19 response and the polio infrastructure now 
increasingly being integrated into broader public health systems in polio-free countries across the 
world. 

“What is clear is that in 2022, we have a very real and realistically achievable opportunity to finish off 
wild poliovirus in the world once and for all,” said Aidan O’Leary, Director of the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative, WHO, “but what is equally clear from the discussions at the Executive Board is 
that there is virtually no room for error now. If we take our foot off the accelerator even by a little bit, 
this virus will come roaring back, and we will perhaps have lost the best chance yet for success. The 
resounding message from this week’s meeting is this:  we cannot allow this to happen. Success is the 
only acceptable outcome.” 

However on 17th February, as a result of ongoing disease surveillance, the Global Polio Laboratory 
Network (GPLN) confirmed the presence of type 1 wild poliovirus (WPV1) in a child suffering from 
paralysis in Tsabango, Lilongwe, Malawi. Analysis shows that the virus is genetically linked to WPV1 
that was detected in Pakistan’s Sindh province in October 2019. 

The three-year-old girl in Malawi experienced onset of paralysis on 19 November 2021, and from 
subsequent genetic sequencing by the National Institute for Communicable Diseases in South Africa 
and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of stool specimens collected on 26 and 27 
November, it was confirmed the case as WPV1. 

Detection of WPV1 outside the world’s two remaining endemic countries, Pakistan and Afghanistan, is a 
serious concern and underscores the importance of prioritizing polio immunization activities. Until 
polio is fully eradicated, all countries remain at risk of importation and must maintain high vaccination 
coverage to protect all children from polio. 

The GPEI is supporting health authorities in Malawi to conduct a thorough assessment of the situation 
and begin urgent immunisation activities in the sub-region to mitigate any risk of spread. Surveillance 
measures are also being expanded in Malawi and neighbouring countries to detect any other potential 
undetected transmission. 

As an imported case from Pakistan, this detection does not affect the WHO African Region ’s wild 
poliovirus-free certification status officially marked in August 2020. Malawi last recorded a case of wild 
poliovirus in 1992. The polio eradication programme has seen importations from endemic countries to 
regions that have been certified wild poliovirus-free in the past, and has moved quickly to successfully 
stop transmission of the virus in these areas. 
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Read the latest issue of ‘Rotary’, the Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland magazine 

The Rotary 4 Way Test 
of the things we think, say or do 

 is it the truth 
 is it fair to all concerned 
 will it build good will and better friendships  
 will it be beneficial to all concerned  

Click on These Links to Find Us Online 

Facebook/BewdleyRotary @BewdleyRotary bewdleyrotary.uk 

We meet weekly at 7.00pm for 7.30pm on most Thursdays 
at The Bewdley Pines Golf Club 

 
Our next three meetings, which are subject to variation  

so please check on our website, are 

10th March - Visit of our Assistant Governor, David Valentine 

17th March - Speaker Evening - Susy Beaumont - The Growth Mindset 
  

24th March - Ashley Williams - Chamber of Commerce 
 

Friends and supporters of Bewdley Rotary are welcome to join any of our meetings. You 
don’t have to be a Rotarian, click here if you would like to come along and then on 

DETAILS of the meeting which you wish to attend.  

Not on our Newsletter Mailing list? Click Here to Subscribe   
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Bewdley Town Council Annual Town Meeting - Monday 25th April 2022 
Report from Bewdley Rowing Club 

 
In common with all organisations the rowing club has had a difficult couple of years. 
Membership dropped off as people found other physical activities and sports to get 
involved in which were individual based rather than team sports and therefore more 
covid-safe. As soon as the rules allowed however we got crews back on the water 
and we are now building back our membership. We are looking forward to a full 
programme of competitions around the region for our racing crews this season. 
 
The well-loved Pub & Club Regatta will be going ahead this year billed as ‘The 
Beginners Platinum Jubilee Fun Regatta’ on Saturday 4th June to coincide with the 
national Jubilee celebrations. Our partner sports club Hire a Canoe will be staging an 
event on Sunday 5th June to provide a whole weekend of rowing, canoeing and social 
activities. 
 
Our main two day Regatta is scheduled for 23rd and 24th July and we look forward to 
welcoming many crews from all over the country to Bewdley. As ever we are looking 
for sponsors from local businesses to ensure that once again we can put on a good 
show for the town. 
 
We have recently started a new Juniors squad, based largely on pupils from The 
Bewdley School. We now have 16 new junior rowers plus a few more who are 
expected to join in the coming months. This is great news as juniors are the future of 
the club, and they also of course have parents, who we soon get involved in the 
running of the club. 
 
We are in the process of developing our gym facilities so that we can attract people 
from the community who are looking for a local gym. With the closure of The 
Mercure Hotel gym last year there is a real need for something close to Bewdley. We 
have recently applied for a Sport England grant to assist us with that development, 
but we were unfortunately not successful. We would like to thank The Mayor for 
providing a letter of support for this application, along with one from Mark Garnier 
MP. 
 
We have however received a grant of £10,000 recently from Sport England to repair 
our boat yard which has suffered a lot of flood damage in recent years and had 
become a safety hazard. This work will begin in the next couple of weeks. 
 
In other developments we are in the process of upgrading our club room and bar 
facilities with a view to opening up the rowing club to the wider community and 
offering a more attractive social membership package to the people of Bewdley. 
 
The theme here is ‘community involvement’ and we look forward to working with 
the Town Council to help us facilitate that. 
 
Doug Jackson – Chairman Bewdley Rowing Club  13th April 2022 
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                             Bewdley  Town  Football  Club                 
 

Like  all  of  us,  the  Football  Club  have  had  a  very  unusual  two  years  due  to  the  virus  

situation  which  meant  that  two  of the last three  seasons  were  not  completed. 

The  season  before  last  Bewdley  1st  Team  were  in  the  West  Midland  Regional  League ( level  

six  in  the  Football  Association  pyramid  system )  and  in  a  top  four  position  when  the  season  

was  brought  to  a  halt.  Last  season,  in  the  same  league,  there  were  only  a  few  games  played  

before  the  season  was  cancelled. 

At  the  end  of  that  season  the  Football  association (FA)  reorganised  ‘Non League’  football  at  

levels  5  and  6.  Promotions / relagations  were  sorted  by  points  per  game  over  the  two  

seasons  and  Bewdley  were  invited  to  play  this  current  season  in a  higher  league  ( The  

Midland  Football  League,  Premier  Division )  which  is  leve  5  and  grouped  us  with  teams  

including  Worcester  City,  Lye  Town  and  Stourport  Swifts.    

This  promotion  probably  came  a  little  too  soon  for  us  and  although  we  are  enjoying  the  

season,  at  the  time  of  writing  we  are  one  off  the  bottom  of  the  division  but  still  with  an  

outside  chance  of  avoiding  relegation.  

Playing  at  this  level  does  have  financial  implications  mainly  due  to  the  required  standard  of  

the  pitch  and  grounds.  The  latest  necessary  addition  being  a  covered  area  for  an  extra  fifty  

spectators  costing  approx  8k. 

Those  of  you  who  visit  our  Ribbesford  ground  know  that  we  have  two  well  maintained  

pitches,  a  stand  with  seating  for  180  spectators,  pitchside  changing  rooms,  toilet  blocks  and  

a  tea  hut  serving  a  variety  of  refreshments.  We  also  have  a  Clubhouse  including  a  bar  and  

we  have  parking  space  for  approx.  120  vehicles. 

This  coming  season  we  will  have  five  teams  playing  under  the  ‘Bewdley  banner’,  Veterans;  

two  open  aged  Mens;  one  U/15 boys  and  are  especially  pleased  to  have  an  open  age  Ladies  

Team. 

All  these  teams  are  open  to  local  players  to  enquire  regarding  trials/training.  The  Clubhouse,  

which  is  due  to  be  extended  in  the  very  near  future,  is  available  for  hire  when  not  in  Club  

use  as  is  the  surrounding  grounds.   

The  coming  season  will  commence  in  July  with  full  details  to  be  found  on  our  ‘Bewdley  

Town’  website. 

We  already  have  a  regular  local  following  but  there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  more  so  why  

not  come  and  visit  our  lovely  grounds  by  the  riverside. 

Geoff (Edwards),  on  behalf  of  BTFC. 

April   2022           
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Bewdley Town Council Annual Town Meeting – 25th April 2022 

Bewdley Flood Defences Report 2021-2022 

Temporary Flood Barrier Beale’s Corner. 

Following the severe flooding in January 2021 when the Beale’s Corner Temporary Flood Barrier was 

breached and sustained significant damage as it moved back from the river bank the Environment 

Agency undertook extensive investigations. While the investigations were ongoing the deployment 

of the temporary flood barrier was suspended. Throughout the Summer 2021 extensive 

investigations of the damaged temporary barrier structure and of the highway Sub Structure at the 

bridge end of Stourport Road took place and a final report was published. 

Following the investigations the temporary barrier was modified. It was established that there were 

no significant issues with the roads substructure and in  September 2021 Worcestershire County 

Council Highways repaired and resurfaced the road. Resurfacing included the Town end of Stourport 

Road and the Kidderminster Road Junction at Beale’s Corner. Materials to improve the road surface 

at the lowest point and accommodate the redeployment of future temporary barriers were used. 

In October 2021 the Environment Agency having redesigned the temporary barrier conducted a 

training session for the deployment of the redesigned temporary barrier. Having completed a 

successful deployment of the  temporary barrier the Environment Agency with the Bewdley Town 

Council revised the Community Flood Plan. The revised EA plan includes Flood Level Triggers and 

changes to the Community Flood Volunteer roles  during the deployment of the temporary barrier at 

Beale’s Corner. Note: If any residents or members of the public wish to offer help as a Community 

Flood Volunteer during future flood events please email mail or phone the Town Council Office. 

Key features of the new temporary barrier deployment is the use of concrete blocks to anchor the 

barrier, these do take longer to put in place and therefore the temporary barrier at Beale’s Corner 

has to be deployed up to 24 hours sooner than the previous barrier. 

In December 2021 the revised temporary barrier was deployed at Beale’s Corner in response to 

Storm Barra the feedback from this live event was positive in respect of temporary barrier 

deployment during a predicted flood event. In a newsletter forwarded to residents in December 

2021 just before the Christmas break the successful deployment of the redesigned temporary barrier 

was reported and an update on the Flood Risk Management Scheme project was provided. 

In February 2022 Storm Franklin caused excessive flooding down the Severn Valley and the newly 

designed temporary flood barrier was deployed at Beale’s Corner along with the demountable 

barriers on Severn Side North and Severn Side South. On Monday 21st Feb the predicted flood levels 

were to peak at Bewdley between 5 m and 5.4m on Wednesday 23rd. The emergency services and 

the Environment Agency assisted residents to evacuate or reinforce their property defences as the 

barrier would not be sufficient to hold back these expected flood levels. The Severn peaked at 5.34 

metres on Wednesday 23rd not quite reaching the 5.48 metres experienced in 2020. 

For residents to receive live flood updates visit the Environment Agency website at: 

https//flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk and residents can sign up for free flood warnings 

buy contacting Floodline on 0345 988 1188 download a Smartphone Flood Alert App for free. 

To receive the EA Newsletters, email your contact details to : 

BLBFRMA@environment-agency.gov.uk 
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Beale’s Corner Flood Risk Management Scheme. (Permanent Flood Defences Project) 

On Tuesday 27th July 2021 the Government announced investment of £6.2m in new flood defences 

for Bewdley as part of a package of funding for schemes across the Severn Valley. A further 4.5m is 

also to be invested in smaller projects within the Severn Valley to help tackle flooding in the long 

term.  The focus for the £6.2m is to provide a permanent flood management scheme at Beale’s 

Corner Bewdley.  

In announcing the funding Flooding Minister Rebecca Pow said: 

“Flooding is a devastating experience as people in Bewdley know only too well.” 

“The new Beale’s Corner Scheme, combined with flood alleviation projects further up the Severn 

Valley, will help significantly reduce the risk of flooding in this area.” 

Engineering investigations for a suitable barrier design have been ongoing throughout 21-22 and in 

March and early April 2022 the Environment Agency engaged in consultation with landowners, local 

authorities WCC, WFDC, Bewdley Town Council and residents regarding the preferred design option 

for the Flood management project for Beale’s Corner flood  defences. These online meetings 

culminated in a public drop in session at St. George’s Hall on April 5th 2022 where comments were 

sought on the preferred design. A comments and feedback sheet was made available and the 

Agency are still very keen to get residents input before the design is finalised. The design has 

presented a number of technical challenges and the Environment Agency have consulted with a 

wide number of partners. Consultants are now working on costings and a business plan to draw 

down funding is still to be completed. The Environment Agency have to work to a “cost benefit” 

formulae and in so doing highlighting the breadth of local benefits for a permanent flood 

management installation is crucial. 

To assist residents and members of the public who were not able to attend the public “drop in “ on 

April 5th the Environment Agency have launched a web site with a virtual tour of the design 

proposals and this can be found at : 

https://bealesfrms.virtual-engage.com/ 

Any comments on the design can be emailed to the environment agency or to the Bewdley Town 

Council to be forwarded to the Engagement Team at the Environment Agency. The web site virtual 

tour of the provisional design will be available until the end of May but comments would be 

appreciated by Monday 9th May 2022. 

I would like to conclude this report by offering my sincere thanks to the Environment Agency Team 

who have over the last year again supported us through serious flooding events. Also for their 

continued support for our Town and residents working to provide a permanent solution for flood 

management at Beale’s Corner. 

 

 

Report prepared by: Cllr Calne Edginton-White,  Bewdley West Ward 

Lead Councillor on Bewdley Flood Defences & Community Flood Volunteer Co-Ordinator.  
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