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The Annual Parish Meeting 

What is the Annual Parish Meeting?  
Strictly this is the Annual Meeting of the Parish. It is also known as the Annual Parish Meeting and 
as the Annual Parish Assembly, they are all the same thing.  

The Annual Parish Meeting is the meeting where the parish council report to its electorate on what 
it has accomplished in the preceding year  

Electors, public and press are invited are the to hear reports from the Chairman, District & County 
Councillors, community groups and any organisation that the town or parish council has funded 
during the year.  

The Council may also invite the local community policeman, neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, 
local headmaster etc. to address and inform the audience on community matters.  

The Annual Parish Meeting is a SEPARATE meeting from the Parish Council Annual Meeting. The 
Annual Parish Meeting should be a relatively informal event for the community whereas the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council is a formal council meeting.  

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council must be held in the month of May and in an election 
year the meeting must be held between 4 and 14 days after polling day. This is the meeting of the 
parish council where they elect the chairman, make other annual appointments and review their 
insurance, risk management policies, etc.  

When must the Annual Parish Meeting be held? 
The annual parish meeting must be held between 1st March and the 1st June (inclusive) each year 
on a date decided by the Parish Council. If there is no Parish Council then on a date decided by 
the Chairman of the Parish Meeting. LGA 1972 s 14 (1)(2)  

The Annual Parish Meeting may not start earlier than 6:00pm. (LGA 1972 s 14 (4)) 

It is recommended that in an election year the Annual Parish Meeting should be held after the 
elections to prevent the meeting being used as hustings for potential District and County 
Councillors.  

How should the Annual Parish Meeting be conducted?  
There should be an opportunity for the public and press to express their opinions on what the 
council are doing during the meeting.  

Many town and parish councils make this meeting a community event by providing refreshments, 
presentations from community groups and providing an informal atmosphere.  

Calling the Annual Parish Meeting  
The Annual Parish Meeting is usually called by the Chairman of the Parish Council. However any 
parish meeting may be called by... (LGA 1972 s 15 (1))  

• The Chairman of the Parish Council,
• Any 2 Councillors from the parish,
• Any 6 registered electors from the parish

Chairing the Annual Parish Meeting 
The meeting should be chaired by the Parish Council Chairman or in their absence 
the Parish Council Vice Chairman. LGA 1972 ss 17(1))  

However, there is no requirement for the Parish Council Chairman to attend a meeting of the 
parish but they are entitled to attend. LGA 1972 s 16  
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If neither the parish council chair nor the vice chair are present then those electors present may 
appoint a chairman for the meeting. LGA 1972 ss 17(3)  

The role of the parish council Clerk 
There is no requirement for the parish clerk to attend the Annual Parish Meeting unless it is their 
contract of employment that they attend.  

If required to attend they should attend the Annual Parish Council Meeting as the proper officer of 
the council unless a leave of absence has been agreed.  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting must not be confused with the Annual Parish Council Meeting. As the 
parish clerk is not required to attend the Annual Parish Meeting anyone can take the minutes to 
record the meeting.  

The minutes of meetings of the parish are kept separately from those of the parish council. They 
are to be kept in a book specially provided for the purpose. LGA 1972 ss 19(1)  

The minutes of the previous meeting should be signed by the person who chaired the previous 
Annual Parish Meeting  

Voting at the Annual Parish Meeting 
Initially voting on a question is done by a majority of those present at the meeting and the decision 
of the person chairing the meeting as to the decision is final unless a poll is demanded. LGA 1972 
ss 18(2)  

No votes taken at this meeting are binding on the parish council although they should consider 
them at the next meeting of the parish council. Only members on the electoral roll can vote on an 
issue. Other members of the public can attend and express their opinions but not vote. 
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TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS REGISTERED 
FOR THE PARISH OF BEWDLEY (INCLUDING WRIBBENHALL) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

WILL BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY THE 7TH OF MARCH 2023 AT 7.00 PM  

St George’s Hall 

Load Street Bewdley 

The Mayor – Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome by the Mayor

2. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on the 25th April 2022

3. Mayor’s Annual Report

4. Town Council Annual Report

5. Reports from County and District Councillors

6. Reports from Organisations in the Town

7. Public Debate

Councillor Rod Stanczyszyn 
Town Mayor 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MONDAY 25 APRIL 2022 AT 7.00PM 

HELD IN THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, LOWER PARK, BEWDLEY, DY12 2DP 

The Meeting was chaired by Cllr P Harrison (Mayor) of Bewdley Town Council. 

In attendance:  
5 Members of the public including representatives of voluntary and community organisations 
within and serving the town. 
Worcestershire County Councillor: I Hardiman 
District and Bewdley Town Councillors: A Coleman and C Edginton-White  
Bewdley Town Councillors: S Billett, P Gittins MBE, I Lattimer and E Seldon. 
Town Council Staff Members: Town Clerk Tracy Bodley; Administration Assistant and Mayor’s 
PA. 

Introduction 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Annual Town Meeting and explained that this meeting 
is the occasion where all who live within the boundary of Bewdley are given the opportunity to 
meet the Town, District, County Councillors and representatives from local organisations to 
ask questions freely of all who attend. 

Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Byng, H Lacy, D Morehead and R 
Stanczyszyn. 
Apologies also received by representatives of the Horticultural Society, Rotary Club, Rowing 
Club and the Tree Warden. 

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 19 April 2021 
It was RESOLVED to Approve the minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting as a true 
and accurate record and signed by the Mayor. 

Mayor’s Annual Report 
The Mayor spoke of the reduced number of events during the first part of the Mayoral year 
due to the pandemic which increased toward the end of 2021 and into 2022. Speaking aloud 
from a report supplied in advance of the meeting and attached to the minutes, the Mayor spoke 
of his charities; Wyre Forest Citizens Advice Bureau and Reach and the successful charity 
events that were held during his municipal year which will be completed by an Afternoon Tea 
at Wharton Park on 28 April.  

The Mayor also touched on the recent floods and Localism enabling transfer of land, property 
and services from Wyre Forest District Council to Bewdley Town Council to include Riverside 
North Park, Borough House and the public toilets. He stated that the transfer of the Guildhall, 
Museum and Jubilee Gardens was also included in the Localism agenda with the freehold 
promised to the Town Council and the management agreed to an independent trust however 
the council remained ‘in the dark’ over any formal agreement at this stage. 

Bewdley Heritage Trust 
Following a statement from the mayor regarding the transfer of the Guildhall, Museum and 
Jubilee Gardens, the Trust’s Chairman suggested that this might be an opportunity to address 
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the meeting with an update on the progress of the establishment of the Trust. The Mayor 
welcomed the Chairman to speak. 
It was confirmed that The Charity Commission had now accepted the registration and that it 
could now act as a charitable trust. The timeline for the transfer of the management of land, 
property and service provision would be toward the end of 2022, however this was not an 
agreed and binding date, more of a hopeful aim. 
The shadow trust and now established trust had held positive talks with Wyre Forest District 
Council in relation to agreeing a lease and for viable funding and financial commitment 
covering several years, however it was stated that additional funds would need to be secured 
from other sources. The Chairmen stated that the first steps would be to recruit a Museum 
Manager and to agree the terms of the lease and WFDC grant on offer. 
The Mayor thanked the Chairman of Bewdley Heritage Trust for the update and asked if any 
members of the public present had questions to put to the Trust.   
A representative from the Civic Society stated that there were many interested community 
members and some members of the Civic Society that would welcome input into the 
management of activities provided by the Trust and asked that the Trust keep the society 
abreast with information and updates. The Civic Society representative added that society 
members had a wealth of knowledge and experience to offer the Trust and would not wish to 
be excluded to the detriment of the successful running of the town asset. 

Town Council Annual Report  
The Town Council Annual report had been circulated to all attendees on entry to the meeting. 
The report, which listed the details of the Council’s functions, its meetings, accounts and 
councillor details, for the past year, is also made available on the Town Council website and 
circulated as part of the minutes.   
The Town Clerk stated that she would be happy to answer questions relating to the council 
accounts or functions. 
A member of the public asked which agency was responsible for the hedge cutting on 
Ribbesford Road and was informed that this was outside the town boundary. 

Reports from Councillors: 
Reports were provided by the following County, District and Town Councillors 
Worcestershire County Cllr Hardiman for Cookley, Wolverley & Wribbenhall 
Worcestershire County Cllr Morehead for Ribbesford, Rock and Upper Arley  
District Cllr Edginton White for Rock  
District Cllr Byng for Wribbenhall and Arley 
Bewdley Wribbenhall Ward Town Cllr Morehead (as part of their County Cllr report) 
Bewdley West Ward Town Cllr Edginton White (as part of their District Cllr report) 
Bewdley Wribbenhall Ward Town Cllr Byng (as part of their District Cllr report) 

For the benefit of the audience Cllrs Hardiman and Edginton White read aloud their respective 
reports. All reports are available on the Town Council website. 

A member of the public asked Cllr Edginton White in her capacity as Chairman of the Road 
Safey Group about the pollution at Welchgate as with legislation imposed by Government 
and change in vehicles to modern ecologically sustainable alternatives concerns over 
pollution may remedy itself. Cllr Edginton White responded stating that the group has 
requested a further survey of the area from WCC to determine if interpretation of analysis 
showed any marked improvement since the last survey was carried out, however the area of 
Welchgate was a wider issue than that of pollution and covered pedestrian safety amongst 
highlighted concerns. 

A member of the public asked Cllr Edginton White in her capacity of Group Lead of the flood 
alleviation group if the Environment Agency were looking to extend the proposed barrier 
scheme to the areas outside that of Beales Corner as it was pointed out that the football 
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ground had sustained regular flooding of the site which had led to the cancellation of football 
matches and the regular car boot sales which had also been impacted by the pandemic. 
Cllr Edginton White stated that she could approach the EA regarding possible funding 
opportunities for the club. 

Reports from Bewdley Community Organisations: 
A number of written and verbal reports were presented which are included as part of the 
minutes on behalf of: 

- Bewdley and District Horticultural Society
- Bewdley Festival
- Bewdley Tree Wardens
- Bewdley Branch Royal British Legion
- Bewdley Town Football Club
- Bewdley Civic Society
- Bewdley Rotary Club
- Friends of Riverside North Park
- Community Transport Wyre Forest
- Bewdley Rowing Club
- Bewdley Flood Defence Group

Two community organisations requested to speak during the meeting, representatives from 
the organisations spoke as follows: 

• Bewdley Town Football club reported that revenue had been impacted due to the
pandemic and that in an effort to boost funds they had taken a booking from the Male
Voice Choir for group rehearsals. Sadly, as previously mentioned car boots sales had
to be cancelled however it has a current regular booking renting part of the field to a
dog trainer.
It was reported that the pitch had been flooded three times in recent months with
expenditure of £50k to improve drainage.
The club has recently installed a new covered stand with seating due to a requirement
by the league in which it is placed. Ground standards must also be maintained to a
high standard albeit only taking gate receipts of approximately £300 per match. The
club has a club house and licenced bar and also offers pitch side refreshments. The
club is due to expand its playing capacity by introducing a female team with try-outs
being held imminently.

• Bewdley Civic Society spoke about their involvement with various projects in the
community after receiving covid grant funding of £10k, including a Covid memorial
bench and tree, lighting up the Bridge over Christmas both in conjunction with BTC,
cleaning the pond in Jubilee Gardens and grant funding a project for Wribbenhall
Scouts.
It was reported that the society had held talks and tours in a virtual and physical format
and had also contributed funds to the cleaning of the Astley Memorial, albeit outside
the town’s boundary.
The society takes interest in planning applications particularly those within the
conservation area. It also continues publication of its newsletters four times a year to
members.
The Society representative remarked that there was initial concern by society members
with the WFDC decision to transfer the Guildhall, Museum and gardens to the Trust.
This was compounded following the decision made by the shadow trust to deny
associates and churches a request to act on an advisory committee. It now had more
confidence in the new Trust and hope that they will engage with the community over
its plans.
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Public Debate 
The Mayor asked if any members of the public would like to ask questions or raise matters of 
concern. 

There were no further questions raised, and with there being no other contributions, the Mayor 
thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 19:43hrs 

……………………………. 
Mayor/Chairman  
Annual Town Meeting 
7 March 2023 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

2022-2023 

BEWDLEY TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2022 - 2023 

During 2022 - 2023 Bewdley Town Council has seen various changes and challenges however 

the Council continually strives to improve the services it offers details of which are provided 

within this report. It was with great sadness that the Town Council had to invoke its policy on 

the Death of a significant national figure with the town entering into a National State of 

Mourning on the announcement of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. On Sunday 

11 September 2022, 4pm at the gates to the Guildhall, The Mayor, Cllr Stanczyszyn on behalf 

of Bewdley Town Council was honoured by reading a town Proclamation for the Accession of 

the Prince of Wales to the throne. 

It is hoped that the annual report and the Town Meeting will inspire the community to get 

involved, learn about the Council’s role and with the forthcoming elections taking place in May 

2023 maybe even encourage new Councillors to come forward.  

The Council’s aim is to deliver a quality service with the provision of resource available. 

1. The Town Council

Bewdley Town Council was created in 1974 following the reorganisation of local government 

in England & Wales, before which it had been a Borough within Worcestershire. It now forms 

part of Wyre Forest District which is one of six districts within Worcestershire.  

The council comprises of 13 members, 10 of which were elected for a term of four years on 

2nd May 2019.  As reported in the previous Annual Report there was one by-election in May 

and a co-option in June 2021 both in West Ward, and sadly following the resignation of long-

standing Cllr Elizabeth Davies in March 2022 due to ill health a further by-election took place 

in May 2022 whereby Cllr Derek Killingworth was elected as a member to Wribbenhall Ward. 

All Councillors’ contact details can be obtained from the Council website 

https://bewdleytowncouncil.org/town-council/councillors    

The 2022 - 2023 Council year officially began on 4 May 2022 with the annual meeting of the 

Town Council (Mayor Making).  At this meeting, the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor were 

elected; Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn was elected as Mayor and Cllr Sarah Billett as Deputy Mayor. 

Members were also elected to the Council’s standing committees, advisory groups and 

representatives on external bodies. 

2. General Power of Competency

Having met the criteria of at least two-thirds of the total seats on the Council being held by 

elected members (currently 12 Councillors being elected and 1 co-opted) and a having a Town 

Clerk who holds the Certificate in Local Council Administration (achieved in January 2020), 

on the 6th July 2022, the council resolved to adopt the ‘general power of competency’. Under 

the Localism Act 2011 s1 (1), which allows the council “the power to do anything that 

individuals generally may do as long as they do not break any other laws.”   
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3. The Town Council meeting, Committees, Working Groups and Special Meetings 

Town Council meetings are currently held on the second Monday of the month.  

Town Council also hold various committee meetings, the frequency is detailed below:  

• Finance and Facilities Committee – currently meet on the 3rd Monday of every month 

with its focus on the Council’s financial management including reviewing of the budgets 

and certain policies within the remit of its sphere.  

• Planning Committee – also meeting on the 3rd Monday of each month to consider 

planning applications, this committee does not have statutory power to grant planning 

permission but is a legal consultee providing comments on all planning and tree works.  

• The Staffing Committee - meet quarterly, and on an ad-hoc basis, when required, to 

oversee all staffing, polices and appointments. 

All meeting agendas are posted on the noticeboard outside the Mayor’s office in the entrance 

to the Museum and Guildhall.  They can similarly be found on the Council’s website in more 

detail. 

The Town Council also holds a variety of working group meetings to focus on specific events 

or projects. During 2022-2023 the following working groups met: 

The Road Safety Group met on a monthly basis to discuss road safety concerns within 

Bewdley/Wribbenhall with a focus on speed awareness, parking issues and pollution from 

vehicle emissions. The attendance from multi authority members allows sharing of information 

and closer reporting of issues. The group has been instrumental in providing an additional 

fixed Vehicle Activated Speed Sign installed Dowles Road following a 50% contribution from 

the PCC alongside two previously purchased by BTC located in Cleobury Road and Habberley 

Road. ‘Twenty is Plenty’ Wheelie Bin Stickers funded by BTC for distribution to the community 

free of charge was also driven by recommendations from the working group. The Road Safety 

Group now aims to meet on a bi-monthly frequency going forward in order to best capture 

relevant data and updates from Worcestershire County Council Officers. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group recently reformed in October 2022 following a 

hiatus due to the pandemic. The group is meeting to work on the final draft before presentation 

to the Town Council for approval. For further details please visit the town council website: 

 https://bewdleytowncouncil.org/council-meetings-committees-groups/neighbourhood-plan  

Platinum Jubilee Working Group assisted with the organisation of the celebration that 

marked the 70th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II to the throne. Funded solely by Bewdley 

Town Council the group organised a firework display held on Friday 3 June and followed up 

the celebrations with a ‘party in the park’ event in Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Gardens where 

live music played, and cream teas were offered to those in attendance.  

Christmas Illuminations Switch On Working Group helped with the arrangements for the 

switch on event. The group made recommendations to Town Council to introduce a new 

Christmas initiative and working with the permanent town traders a Nutcracker Trail was 

devised to take visitors to various shops within the town centre to identify the names of 8 

Nutcracker Men. This was an extremely popular addition to the season’s celebrations. 

Special Meeting – 6 December 2023 – This meeting was specifically convened to grant the 

status of Honorary Freeman to former councillor Elizabeth Mary Davies in recognition of the 

long and distinguished service that she made in the representation of Bewdley town council.  
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4. Councillor attendance statistics for 2022 - 2023  

The council and committee attendance records are set out below: 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.B. Attendance dates run from 4 May 2022 – 13 February 2023 
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S Billett E Bourne C Edginton White

P Harrison H Lacy
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5. Council Staff  

The Council has seen several changes to the team since the last Annual Town Meeting with 

two new appointments of Town Clerk’s Assistant and Administrative Assistant commencing 

recently in December and January respectively 2022. Please refer to the current staffing 

structure below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

6. Civic Ceremonies 

During the municipal year the Town Council holds a number of civic ceremonies including the 

annual meeting of the Town Council (Mayor Making), and Remembrance Service.  The 

marking of Remembrance Sunday in November 2022 saw a return to pre pandemic 

arrangements whereby a full parade accompanied by Bewdley Community Marching Band 

processed from Bridge House to St Anne’s War Memorial for a short outdoor service and 

wreath laying ceremony followed by a church service at St Anne’s Church. Before that at 9am 

the Mayor, Macebearers, Town Constable and Councillors attended Wribbenhall War 

Memorial to lay wreaths and say prayers. 

7. Communication 

The Council is committed to promoting good communication and continue to build and 

maintain open communication lines with the public and the residents of the town. To ensure 

that the Council’s news, updates and information is accessible to as many individuals as 

possible, the Council has adopted various methods of information sharing: 

The Website: www.bewdleytowncouncil.org 

Facebook: Bewdley Town Council 

Monthly page in the Bewdley Bridge Magazine 

Beales Corner Noticeboard 

3 Town Centre Noticeboards 
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8. Town Maintenance & Amenities 

The Town Council is responsible for maintaining a number of amenities around Bewdley 

however these do not include the highways or car parks. 

Lengthsman  The role of the Lengthsman is to carry out a wide range of minor works 

within the Bewdley boundary on behalf of Worcestershire County 

Council as the Highway Authority.  WCC provides a small budget of 

£3,329.  The council employ’s two Lengthsman on an outsourced 

contractor basis.  

Town Clock This includes servicing and running costs. The town clock is located on 

St. Anne’s Church tower.  

Bus Shelters The council is responsible for nine bus shelters. All the bus shelters 

were historically provided with funds from Worcestershire County 

Council but are maintained and kept in repair by the Town Council. 

During 2022 – 2023 replacement panels have been installed at the two 

town centre shelters in Load Street, and shelters on Cleobury Road and 

Kidderminster Road. 

Benches Presently, the council own and maintain 41 seats and benches situated 

in the town, some of which have dedication plaques which have been 

donated in memory of people for whom Bewdley was a special place. 

The town council has an ongoing contract for a rolling programme of 

refurbishment on benches within its responsibility. This year work has 

been carried out on refurbishment of benches in Park Lane and 

Severnside South and two complete replacement benches at locations 

in Wyre Hill and the top of Park Lane. A further memorial bench at the 

bottom of Park Lane has also been replaced due to dilapidation, with 

Bewdley Town Council carrying out the work on behalf of the family who 

funded its replacement. 

Lifebuoys There are 7 lifebuoys sited on Severn Side North, Severn Side South 

and at Beales Corner. These are inspected on a weekly basis and 

cleaned regularly. Sadly, replacement is required with increased 

frequency due to theft and vandalism and during rising river levels due 

to flooding increased water pressure opens the cabinets with buoys and 

rope sometimes being washed away.  

Street Poles Three are 9 ornamental street columns in Load Street which are used 

to display the town’s hanging baskets. During the spring of 2022 in 

preparation for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations the poles 

received refurbishment removing unwanted fly posted stickers and 

repainted black. 

Noticeboards The council own and manage the notice board at Beale’s Corner; all 

voluntary, not-for-profit organisations in the town can advertise events 

taking place in Bewdley at a cost of £10 per week (Monday to Sunday) 

and subject to availability.  The Council also has noticeboards located 

in the Museum entrance, outside of the Museum and on the outer wall 

of disabled toilets; advertising materials can be displayed here at a cost 

of £5 per week. 

Wyre Hill Play Area The Wyre Hill play area adjacent to St Anne’s School and is leased from 

Worcestershire County Council which fell due for renewal in February 

2023. Bewdley Town Council is in the process of renewing the licence 

over a 5-year term and will continue responsibility and pay for the 
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running cost for cleaning and maintenance of the site. The Caretaker 

undertakes weekly checks on the play equipment and a contractor cuts 

the grass.  Sadly, vandalism to the multi play wooden unit during the 

summer of 2022 meant that the council had to claim on insurance to 

replace the damaged bridge and funds collected through the recently 

disbanded ‘Friends’ group paid for the purchase and installation of two 

activity play panels. 

Trees Worcestershire County Council operate a Tree Warden Scheme. Until 

December Bewdley had one voluntary Tree Warden however a new 

volunteer recruit has made themselves available to help. The role of the 

tree warden is to monitor the condition of Bewdley’s trees, and they are 

also asked by BTC to provide comment on planning applications for tree 

work primarily concerned with trees that are the subject of a Tree 

Preservation Order (TPOs) and all trees within the towns Conservation 

Area (TCAS). Where any tree is to be removed for genuine reasons, 

they usually recommend a replacement is planted to maintain and 

enhance the overall amenity of the town.  

Millennium Green  The Town Council hold land in trust for the community called the 

Millennium Green situated adjacent to the Shaw Hedge Road 

Community Centre in Wribbenhall. Volunteers are welcome to come 

forward who would like to work with the town council to look after the 

Green for local residents to enjoy.  

Riverside North Park Following transfer of land from Wyre Forest District Council, Bewdley 

Town Council is responsible for the maintenance, repair and upkeep of 

the green space, play area and swan pond. The council’s grounds 

maintenance contractor carries out grass cutting and maintenance 

between March - October and a waste collection contract operates 

within the park. A tree survey has been completed in February 2023 

and will form any future tree works programming. The council has 

replaced a junior swing seat which had been missing since before the 

transfer of the park between the two local authorities and the newly 

installed children’s play train kindly donated from funds raised by the 

‘Friends of Riverside North Park’ was sadly vandalised within the first 

month of installation meaning that the town council had to pay a 

contractor to carry out painstaking graffiti removal. Following recent 

floods, the council also takes steps to clean down the pathways, bins 

and play equipment to ensure that it remains free from contaminated 

flood water. 
 

Town Council Offices Following the transfer of the freehold of building in 6 Load Street in June 

2021, the council operates from this location serving the community. It 

has carried out a number of improvements to the building, external 

painting and installation of more economical light fittings. There are still 

additional refurbishment requirements to be made during the next 12 

months including refurbishment of the toilets, roof repairs and internal 

decoration. 
 

Public Toilets Bewdley Town Council completed on the transfer of freehold of Load 

Street Public Toilets from Wyre Forest District Council during May 2022. 

In addition to the continued cleaning of all toilet facilities, the Town 

Council is now responsible for the maintenance and repairs, clinical 

waste contract and energy and water usage. The Town Council has 

recently carried out external painting of both the gents and 
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ladies/disabled toilets blocks and provided new signage. The Council is 

now looking to install more energy efficient hand dryers in each of the 

toilet bocks to minimise energy consumption and offer a more 

ecological alternative solution. 

  
Bewdley Town Council also provide: 

Tubs and Baskets Responsible for a number of flower tubs and planters located around 

the town, the planters located on Severnside South will continue to be 

planted during the forthcoming summer and winter seasons for a year-

round display. The current contractor has also secured contract award 

for hanging baskets and planters for 2023. 

Christmas Lights The Christmas Lights are switched on for a period of about six weeks 

from late November into the New Year. A new three-year hire contract 

for the provision of the display, including installation, removal and 

storage commenced in December 2022 and will continue in years 2023 

and 2024.  

 Bewdley Town Council provided a new Christmas initiative in 2022 

called the Nutcracker Trail and working with traders the town council 

supplied 8 x 5.5ft nutcrackers to various onboarded shops to enable 

visitors to travel the trail to identify the names of each of the nutcrackers. 

It is hoped to expand the hugely popular addition to include more shops 

to the trail in 2023. 

Markets The Council’s 3-year contract with LSD Promotions to provide the 

Bewdley Town Markets on 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month and Bank 

Holiday Mondays between March and December finished at the end of 

2021. Following concerns from the market provider that the market in 

this format was not economically viable to them, the council agreed to 

a trial for LSD Promotions to hold two larger festival type markets over 

a 2-day period in June and September, this proved successful with 

dates set for 2023 of 17 – 18 June and 9 – 10 September.  LSD 

Promotions also held a 1-day Christmas Market on 17 December 2022. 

9. Neighbourhood Plan 

The council continues to work on Bewdley’s Neighbourhood Plan with a group of dedicated 

members of the community. The purpose of the plan is to give a stronger voice to local 

residents regarding planning issues and land use. The first public consultation took place in 

March 2016, with the draft objectives and policies consultation held on the 18 March 2017. 

Following changes to the draft plan Wyre Forest District Council requested that the 

Neighbourhood Planning Group hold a further consultation exercise however this has not been 

progressed as yet. 

Steps to finalise the completed draft are underway and at this stage it is anticipated that an 

independent review may be sought to offer fresh eyes to create a robust and forward focused 

document. 

10. Finances  

A large proportion of the council’s income is met by the precept. This is the sum of money 

which is raised from householders in Bewdley. It forms part of the overall Council Tax levied 

by the County Council, West Mercia Police Authority and the Fire & Rescue Service which is 

collected on behalf of each authority by Wyre Forest District Council.  
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The precept in 2022 - 2023 was calculated by multiplying the Tax base (the number of band 

D properties in Bewdley) by the amount levied against those Band D householders.  

2022 - 2023  

Tax Base 3627 (band D properties in Bewdley) was multiplied by the 2022 - 2023 band D 

annual levy of £56.67 which created an annual increase per band D property of £1.11 and a 

weekly increase of £0.02. 

Budget Preparation 2023/24  

The Budget working group of the Finance and Facilities Committee met on several occasions 

during the autumn of 2022 to discuss and consider cost savings and budget increases for the 

following financial year. 

When considering the budget for 2023/24, the Council resolved that it could not continue to 

utilise funds from reserves for operating costs as it had done in the past two years. Funds 

taken from reserves over the financial periods 21/22 and 22/23 amounted to over £50,000.  

Due largely in part to the transfer of assets from the district council to the town council and a 

decreasing balance to fund these additional services this will result in an overall increase in 

precept of 34.58% for FY23/23, a calculated increase of 33.15% for a band D property. In real 

terms an increase of £18.79 per annum and a weekly increase of £0.36. 

The Budget and Precept request for Financial Year 2023 / 2024 was agreed at the Town 

Council Meeting on 9 January 2023. 

The table below shows how the average Band D charge has varied during the last six years 

and illustrated in the graph below: 

Year Precept Band D 
Charge 

Band D % 
Increase 

2018/19 142,263 39.43 10.45% 

2019/20 161,309 44.44 12.70% 

2020/ 21 182,350 50.00 12.52% 

2021/22 200,585 55.56 11.11% 

2022/23 200,542 56.67 2.41% 

2023/24 276,622 75.46 33.15% 
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11. Accounts Summary  

As Bewdley Town Council’s financial year end is 31 March 2023 the accounts are yet to be 

completed however please refer to a breakdown of income and expenditure to 28 February 

2023 listed below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

17



12. Support for local Community Groups  

The town council remains committed to providing grants to local community-based 

organisations; the payment of any grant is subject to certain terms and conditions.  In 2022 - 

2023 a budget of £13,000 was made available in grants to the local organisations for the 

benefit of the community.  The number of applications received this year increased from the 

previous year and was issued in accordance with the Grant Awards Policy in two phases as 

detailed below.  If you are interested in applying for a grant, visit 

https://bewdleytowncouncil.org/grant-applications for more information. Please see a 

summary of the grants made over the last year.  
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13. Meet Your Councillors 

Bewdley Town Council is made up of 13 Councillors representing the three wards of Bewdley 

East, Bewdley West and Wribbenhall.  Being a Town Councillor is a voluntary unpaid role and 

can be very rewarding. The next Town Council elections will be held in May 2023, if you are 

interested in becoming a Councillor visit the Wyre Forest District Council website, 

https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/beacouncillor   

 

EAST WARD COUNCILLORS (4)         

    

Cllr Anna 
Coleman 

 

Cllr Rod 
Stanczyszyn 
2022 - 2023 

Mayor 

Cllr Paul Gittins 
MBE 

Cllr Heather lacy 

 

WEST WARD COUNCILLORS (4) 

 

 

  

 
Cllr Roger  
Coleman 

 

 
Cllr Emily 

Seldon 

 
Cllr Calne 

Edginton White 

 
Cllr Ian 
Latimer 

 

WRIBBENHALL COUNCILLORS (5) 

     

Cllr Derek 
Killingworth 

 

Cllr Paul 
Harrison 

 

Cllr Daniel 
Morehead 

 

Cllr John 
Byng 

Cllr Sarah 
Billett 

2022 – 2023 
Deputy 
Mayor 

 

Your Councillors contact details are available on the town council website 

https://bewdleytowncouncil.org/town-council/councillors  
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Contact: 
 
Bewdley Town Council 
Borough House 
6 Load Street  
Bewdley 
DY12 2AF 
 
Telephone: 01299 400157 
 
admin@bewdleytowncouncil.org  
 

Author: T Bodley, Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 

This Annual Report has been published by Bewdley Town Council for the Annual Town 

Meeting on 7 March 2023. www.bewdleytowncouncil.org 

20

mailto:admin@bewdleytowncouncil.org


BEWDLEY MAYOR REPORT 2022-2023 

My mayoral term started on 4th May 2022. By that time previous Covid-19 regulations had 

been substantially relaxed, and so I was expecting a year with more events. But to say 

that this term has been momentous would be a complete understatement. 

As our clerk has described, Bewdley Town Council (BTC) took ownership of various parts 

of Bewdley during 2021-22, with the completions in summer 2021 for 6A Load St, October 

2021 for Riverside North Park (RNP), and April 2022 for the Load St toilets. My, and my 

Mayoress’s, first duty was the official welcome of the new play train, very kindly donated 

by the Friends of RNP, on 6th May; this being the replacement of a vandalised train. Here 

I wish to acknowledge the excellent partnership between BTC and the Friends, in 

particular Jenny and Mac Chamberlain who have been the mainstay of the charity since 

its inception. 

I attended the raising of the flag for Armed Forces Day on 20th June, a poignant event 

held to honour all servicemen especially those injured in any campaign.  

A more unusual occasion in this year was on 5th July when Bewdley was honoured by the 

visit of the High Sherriff of Worcestershire. Following lunch at the Garden Kitchen, I took 

Mr Manning-Cox to the premises of one of my charities, Simply Limitless, to view their 

community work.  

On the 11th July, we attended the unveiling ceremonies, organised by Bewdley Civic 

Society, of two commemorative plaques; the first of the new cherry wall at the Jubilee 

Gardens and the second of the builder and owner of Redthorne House in the 18th century.  

I was invited to open the Sunday events of the Far Forest Show at Callow Hill on 14th 

August. It was one of the hottest days of the summer and I will always remember the 

band leader asking the audience to give me a round of applause for being brave (or was 

that silly) enough to be wearing a suit. 

I think many people will remember where they were on Thursday 8th September, the day 

of Queen Elizabeth II’s death. I certainly do but, more importantly, I remember the honour 

of reading the Proclamation of the Succession on Sunday 11th. I read this standing in front 

of the Guildhall at 15.30 and one of the most persistent thoughts in my head was that the 

last time that this proclamation was read out was 2 years before I was born! 

The second weekend in October was an interesting and hectic experience for my wife 

and I. Six relatives of the original Free French cadets, who were billeted at Ribbesford 

House from summer 1942 to 1944, arrived to maintain the long established contact 

between their organisation and Bewdley. The Mayoress and I were extremely pleased to 

have a welcoming reception in the Guildhall on the Friday 7th followed by the laying of 

wreaths to the memory of their fathers and husband at Ribbesford House on the 8th. 

On the 17th October I was invited to award prizes for the class winners of  the Bewdley 

Horticultural Society summer show. I was delighted to discover that this included a cup 

which had been donated by BTC for the ‘best in show’ award. It was lovely on the 22nd 

October for the Mayoress and I to be asked to be at Bewdley Library to award prizes to 
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the children who had completed the summer reading challenge organised by the 

wonderful Library staff.  

Of course late autumn always means a build up to the Remembrance activities and these 

started with the Royal British Legion service on 29th October at St Anne’s. The traditional 

2 minute silence was held on 11th November and, on Sunday 13th, I laid wreaths at All 

Saints Wribbenhall at 9.15am and, following the re-introduced parade along Load St, 

another at the memorial in front of St Anne’s. 

I was not able this year to welcome the Town’s Christmas tree, a gift from Bewdley Rotary. 

However, the deputy Mayor, Cllr Billett, stood in to view the tree’s arrival and placement 

by the memorial on 19th November. But I was delighted to welcome the ‘Crochet’ tree to 

the covered under croft at the Guildhall entrance on the afternoon of the Christmas lights 

switch on 26th November. This was a carefully crafted collection of wool crochet diamonds 

produced over the previous months by the ‘Crochet Crew’ organised by Mrs Ellie Hooper. 

It looked wonderful with the bright light inside the structure. Later the full Christmas lights 

array was switched on by the two young Mayors of Bewdley, students from the Bewdley 

School.  

On the 6th December the full Council voted in favour of granting the title of  ‘Freeman of 

Bewdley’ to Mrs Elizabeth Davies who had diligently served the Town as Councillor of 

Wribbenhall for nearly 20 years. My last duty of 2022 was to start the Boxing Day charity 

tractor run starting at Callow Hill, then travelling this year via Stourport before the 

traditional finish along Severnside South.  

2023 started with a very happy event. On the 2nd January, we were invited to be present 

at the centenary birthday celebration of Mrs Barbara Crank of Park Lane. On the 5th Jan 

we made the short trip to St Mary’s Church on the invitation of the Kidderminster Male 

Choir to present a grant award to a young man from Bewdley studying for a musical 

career. Thursday 19th Jan was a beautiful sunny day and we were delighted to award the 

‘Nutcracker Trail’ prize winner with the Severn Valley Railway voucher actually on the 

Bewdley Station platform thanks to permission given by the stationmaster, Mr Pearson. 

Later in the month, we attended two Holocaust Memorial services; on the 27th at 

Worcester Guildhall and on the 29th at St Mary’s Holocaust Memorial stone. Both were 

attended by survivors and were extremely moving.  

On the 4th February we were invited to the Wyre Forest Young Musicians competition 

held at St George’s Hall. The standard of musicianship from the teenage participants was 

quite extraordinary and credit must be given not only to them for their ability but also to 

their teachers for instilling such confidence into their performances.  

I must finish by thanking all the BTC staff who have aided me over the last 10 months. In 

particular, my fullest gratitude must be directed to my assistant, Mrs Niki Green, for 

making sure that all my invitations were listed and answered and, more importantly, that 

I had remembered them! She, with the help of Mrs Lisa Comley-Burke, were also 

instrumental in making sure that my two charity quizzes were faultlessly organised and 

were enjoyable fun events, raising close to £2000 for my chosen charities. 

Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn. 
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County Cllr Ian Hardiman’s Annual Report 

 

In the sixth year as your County Councillor for Wribbenhall, Cookley & Wolverley, I 

have again been attending to a wide range of issues on behalf of residents. 

I always attend swiftly to requests for assistance but am aware that sometimes, these 

are not processed by the County Council as quickly as might be expected.  However, 

in context, I am one of 57 County Councillors across Worcestershire, all placing 

demands on the officers, I’m sure. 

Great news received recently is of course that the Environment Agency’s application 

to install a permanent Flood Defence Barrier in the Beales Corner area has been 

approved; we can now look forward to this important project being completed by the 

end of 2024. I am proud of course that having lobbied the Leader of the County 

Council, £500,000 has been set aside and a further £20,000 from my Divisional Fund 

all added to the £6.2million provided by the government following our MP Mark 

Garnier’s splendid lobbying of Boris Johnson to get this job done. 

Together with Bewdley and Rock County Cllr Dan Morehead, I have listened to the 

Town Council’s request that 20 mph zoning be introduced for the town and part of 

Wribbenhall, and the County Council are presently considering this matter.  Similarly, 

Dan and I have supported the local Cycle Forum’s request for a new separate 

foot/cycle bridge across the river and have asked the County Council’s cabinet to 

consider this. 

Tree Planting of almost 8,000 trees has now been completed by the Bewdley School 

and Primary School in the Netherton Lane Field at Blackstone.  

I am pleased that I have been able to use my Divisional Fund to have three new picnic 

benches installed at the Blackstone Car Park/Picnic area. 

I have attended all Full County Council meetings during the year. 

I continue to Chair the County Council’s Planning Committee and I continue to serve 

as a member of the Hereford and Worcester Fire Authority. 

I am presently distributing allocations from my Divisional Fund of £10,000 to worthy 

local causes and organisations within my Division. 

I regularly attend Bewdley Town Council and also the Road Safety Group meetings. 

Together with my colleagues, District Cllr Paul Harrison and District Cllr John Byng, I 

always endeavour to provide the best possible support to Bewdley Town Council and 

all the residents it serves. 

 

Ian Hardiman, County Cllr., Cookley, Wolverley, Wribbenhall. 
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District Councillor Report 2022-23 Cllr Calne Edginton-White, Bewdley and Rock. 
 
Having served on the District Council for three years as Planning chair I changed responsibilities in 
May 2022 and was appointed the Wyre Forest District Council Vice Chairman and the Chairman of 
WFDC Ethics and Standards committee. 
 
During this last year I have represented the District on behalf of the Chairman of the District at a 
number of Worcestershire Civic, Community and Charity events including the Queen Elizabeth II 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June and sadly at Worcester Cathedral services on the Queen’s 
sudden death in September. I also represented the District at the King’s Proclamation in Bewdley 
and at the Remembrance Sunday wreath laying in November. I accompanied the Wyre Forest 
District Chairman at a Service for the King at Worcester Cathedral and attended the Commonwealth 
Games Baton Relay during the SVR phase of its journey in Kidderminster. We will also be 
representing the District when the Princess Royal Princess Anne visits a Kidderminster business on 
Monday 27th February. 
 
The Ethics and Standards committee met once during the year to deal with a member conduct 
complaint and to agree the introduction of the amended National Code of Conduct for Council 
members, which will replace the current code in May 2023 following member training. 
 
A special panel was appointed to look at parking charges across Wyre Forest and make 
recommendations to the Cabinet. I presented issues that affected Bewdley residents and visitors. 
The parking panel made a number of recommendations to the Council Cabinet who have made the 
following changes from April 2023. No overall increase in parking charges or season tickets for 2023-
2024, introducing a half price ticket for a 30 minute parking stay, a £2 fee for parking from 6.00 p.m. 
to 8.00 a.m. rather than an hourly charge and investigating the availability of privately owned land in 
the Bewdley Town Centre either side of the river where extra parking capacity could be provided in 
collaboration with the owners. The Green Panel Cabinet advisory group have produced a scheme for 
Council owned Electric Vehicle charging points in some of Wyre Forest Car Parks including Bewdley 
and installation of these should commence later this year. 
 
Under the WFDC Localism Agenda the Bewdley Museum was to be transferred and run by an 
Independent Charity Trust. Trustees were appointed however agreement couldn’t be reached on 
some key financial and management issues regarding the transfer and the appointed Trustees 
withdrew in the Spring 2022. The District Council has since offered Bewdley Town Council the 
opportunity to consider taking on the Bewdley Museum, Guildhall and Jubilee Gardens as an asset 
transfer with the District remaining the major grant provider. There have been many aspects of this 
offer to explore and further negotiations and a decision on whether Bewdley Town Council would be 
able to take on the running of the museum and the responsibility for the heritage assets on this site 
has still to be taken. Assurances have been given by WFDC that they will not close the Museum but 
finding a way forward to maintain our very successful Bewdley Museum and protect the heritage 
buildings and Jubilee Gardens still remains a major item for both District and Bewdley Council’s to 
resolve. 
 
I have continued as a member of Planning and Overview and Scrutiny committees in the past twelve 
months and have dealt with a number of planning issues. I have had meetings with WFDC senior 
planners and the District Highway Planning Officer who attends our meetings. One of my main 
concerns is the highway issues created by traffic having to go up to the Safari Park Island from the 
Habberley Road to come back into Bewdley. I have also taken a number of issues to both District 
Planners and County Highways on behalf of the Bewdley Town Council and the BTC Road Safety 
Group as their Chairman. 
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I have continued to liaise with and assist the Environment Agency in their consultation programme 
with regard to the Beale’s Corner Permanent Flood Defence Scheme. Liaison between District, Town, 
Flood Group Residents and the EA has provided prompt responses to local concerns during recent 
flood events. The community engagement over the permanent barrier scheme has been very 
comprehensive and will be ongoing during the scheme installation which commences in the 
Summer. The new temporary Barriers were trialled early in 2022 and successfully deployed to hold 
back flood water at Beale’s Corner in the Autumn. Work commenced on rerouting the utilities at the 
Beale’s Corner end of Stourport Road and Kidderminster Road last week. I continue to liaise with 
residents of the Beale’s Corner Flood Group and the EA Community engagement to ensure that 
incidents and issues are promptly reported and dealt with during flood events and this will continue 
through the various stages of the permanent barrier installation over the next twelve months. Flood 
water management will continue to be an issue during the new barrier construction and in the 
Bewdley area generally and work with Severn Trent will be ongoing. 
 
The installation of permanent flood barriers at Beale’s Corner, finding a sustainable way forward for 
the Bewdley Museum, Guildhall and Jubilee Gardens management and future development and 
improvements in pedestrian road safety including improvements to Bewdley’s road infrastructure to 
reduce pollution are some of the initiatives and challenges we face over the next twelve months. 
 
Prepared by Calne Edginton-White. 22.02.23 
 

25



Bewdley Chess Club  
 
Meet every Friday from 11:30am to 2pm at St Anne's Church, Load Street 
Bewdley. 
It's free for anyone to call in for a game and all playing levels are 
welcome.  Coaching available if required. 
 
The Chess Club at St Anne's has had a good year and our numbers vary each 
week from around 6 to 10 although last week we had 13 present which 
included 3 people attending for the first time, so it's very encouraging that 
numbers appear to be on the up!   We do promote the club on Facebook and 
via email lists. 
Sadly, we recently lost one of our regular members; Hugh Morgan.  Hugh was a 
keen player and former club champion and will be missed by all who knew 
him. 
 
The club doesn't compete in any league but does run annual tournaments for 
those interested.   
The club focuses more on the social aspect of chess and has a very friendly 
atmosphere.  Tea / Coffee available for a small donation. 
 
We will consider running the annual charity tournament again at 
some point.  This relies on local businesses to donate prizes and many 
volunteers to help run and promote the event. 
 
We are keen to promote Chess and encourage players of all ages and often get 
junior players visiting the club during school holidays.  Chess has no barriers, 
It's open to all regardless of age, gender, race and physical ability. It can help to 
promote logical thinking and improve concentration for school children and 
help to ward off cognitive decline and combat loneliness for older participants. 
 
The importance of keeping an active mind as we get older is widely accepted 
and researchers have found a link between playing chess and reducing the 
possibility of developing dementia, AD, and other debilitating mental illnesses. 
In fact, people over the age of 75 that partake in leisure activities such as chess 
that stimulate the brain were less likely to develop signs of dementia. 
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Bewdley Cricket Club 
Chairman’s 2022 Annual Report 

 
Welcome 
 
On the Field 
 

• Ground Improvements for 2022 
o Encouraging ratings from captain and umpires 
o Junior pitches improving thanks to Matthew Ball 
o Continued investment: 

 New covers purchased for Lower Park 
 Old cover to Moffats for third team use 
 New tractor purchased for Lower Park 
 Ride-on mower sent to Moffats for third team use 

 
• Junior Membership and results 

o 25 new members via All Stars aged 5 - 8 years 
o Up to 126 members in 2022 
o U12s won their league and were promoted to the Premier 

Division for 2023 
o U8 and U9s won their soft ball Leagues and attended the 

County Championships 
o U11 and U15s had respectable finishes 
o U12s, U11 & U 9 girls and U8s all had 2nd place finishes 
o Nine juniors were accepted into the county set up in 2022 

this has increased to increased to 12 for 2023 
o External coaching from Worcester County coaches now 

heavily relied on and will continue through 2023 
 

• Ladies 
o Due to circumstances, ladies training struggled for numbers 

in 2022, nonetheless, we still competed in several fixtures 
with a respectable second place finish and plans are afoot to 
strengthen numbers with the junior girls so that we can 
continue to develop this area of the club 
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Off the Field 
 

• Clubhouse Improvements 
o Patio extension was competed to offer greater viewing area 
o Club lounge lighting replacement and redecoration 

completed together with new  Battery Storage to try to make 
energy saving at the Club 

o Several areas were also tarmacced to offer safer access to 
the score box and further hard stand parking 

 
• Social Events taken place 

o Awesome six-a-side event finally took place again on first 
Sunday in July which was really well supported by teams from 
all over Bewdley 

o Great end of season dinner was held at The local Golf Club 
with a tremendous amount of members attending 

o Fantastic bar trading, outdoing last season has helped sustain 
the club through the Winter  
 

 
• Third Parties 

o Our Partnership with Reach and Bewdley Petanque Club 
continue to flourish 

o A big thank you to the funding from Bewdley Town Council, 
ECB and Sport England which has enabled the club to plan for 
more expansion in 2023 
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BEWDLEY FESTIVAL  

Report to Bewdley Town Council. 

 

Bewdley Festival’s overall aim is to provide a range of art-based events and activities that: 

 

"Bring the best into Bewdley and to bring the best out of Bewdley".  

 

Thanks to the continued support and encouragement of many members and volunteers, the 

Festival has developed and expanded over the years to become an eagerly awaited part of 

the Bewdley and Wyre Forest calendar. A special thank you to all our partners and patrons 

for their invaluable support. 

 

 
Festival 2022. 
 
In October 2022 we held 18 events across a range of arts including music; comedy; film; 
drama and spoken word. We welcomed both local and internationally known acts.  
 
Music evenings included The Christians, James Taylor Quartet, Guy Chambers and the 
incomparable Peatbog Faeries. Our evening of classical music, Faure’s Requiem in St 
Anne’s Church, reminded us how fortunate we are to have such talented musicians and 
choristers living and working locally. It was great to see so many people in the audience 
enjoying the performance. 
 
Jess Phillips (MP), Susie Boniface and James O’Brien provided both insight and different 
perspectives of current events. Whilst comedy was provided by Rich Hall. 
 
For our exhibition at Bewdley Museum we welcomed two very good friends of Festival – 
Claire Spencer and Colin Hill – with their “Opposite Views Exhibition” presenting contrasting 
views of rural and urban landscape.  
 
For the events held in October 2022 we sold 2,600 tickets bringing many visitors to the town 
and benefitting local businesses. We used four different venues and attracted sponsorship 
from over 20 local companies. 
 
Outside of the main festival in October we want to hold more events across the year. In 2022 
this included our first Bewdley Paint Off event in July and music from Adams & Durante in 
May. 
 
 
Bewdley Youth Festival (BYF) is a very important part of our work and is something we 

want to expand in the future. The Wyre Forest Young Musician of the Year and our Youth 

Festival Showcase are regular events in our calendar. 

 

We worked with the organisers of Hopfest to provide the opportunity for young people to 

perform music, poetry and to show off their artistic skills. Over 80 young people under the 

age of 18 performed on four stages. Bewdley School ran a showcase on the Saturday. Load 

Street Music academy in Kidderminster, ran a similar event on the Friday evening. 
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Thank you to Bewdley School and the town’s community for supporting the events we 
organise.  
 
 
Bewdley Community Arts Foundation (BCAF). 
 
BCAF was launched by Bewdley Festival in 2021. It funds arts-based activities that support 

and inspire the citizens of Bewdley and Wyre Forest. We believe our foundation can act as a 

catalyst to help make a positive change to people’s lives. Taking part in creative activities is 

widely recognised as having a positive effect on many areas of life. So far, the Foundation has 

given grants totalling £3,000. 

 
Our Plans for 2023. 

 

These include: 

 

• Festival 2023: 20 events to be held between 6th October to 21st October. 

 

• Bewdley Youth Festival:  Wyre Forest Young Musician of the Year was held on the 

4th February and our Youth Festival Showcase is on the 4th March. 

 

• Our foundation will be seeking applications from the Wyre Forest Community and 

awarding further grants. 

We are very grateful for the continuing support provided by Bewdley Town Council.  We also 
work with several other organisations including: The Elmley Foundation; The Helen Rachel 
Mackaness Charitable Trust; The Roger & Douglas Turner Charitable Trust; Bewdley Rotary 
Club; Kidderminster Lions and St George’s Hall.  
 
We are however disappointed that the Bewdley Museum has decided that we cannot hold 
our October arts exhibition in the gallery, the first time for many years. We have also been 
informed our popular duck houses project, which has attracted thousands of visitors in the 
past, cannot take place in Jubilee Gardens due to the risk of vandalism. Consequently, we 
may have to cancel this project for this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trevor Price (Bewdley Festival Society Committee Chairman & Trustee). 
 
21 February 2023. 
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Bewdley Horticultural Society

Bewdley’s Horticultural Society first started in 1854 and has been a quiet 
presence on the Bewdley scene ever since. During the pandemic our meetings, 
trips and annual show were all suspended, and some feared they might not be 
resumed.  
However 2022 has been a busy and productive year, with the Society returning 
with a smaller committee, with a smaller annual show but with renewed vigour 
and new members!  
This year our members have enjoyed talks about growing sweet peas and 
salvias, how to care for their houseplants and how to improve their garden 
compost. We’ve also had a garden visit to Moreton Hall, a sociable evening 
making Christmas wreaths and learnt about local charity ‘Twigs.’  
The highlight of the year was our annual show. Due to cost restrictions we 
decided to change from our tradition venue and move it to the Elim Riverside 
Church ( where we have our monthly talks ) This meant the show was slightly 
smaller but more manageable for the new committee. Feedback from visitors 
and members was very positive so we will repeat and hope to improve the 
event in 2023.  
The cost of good specialist speakers and Show expenses have increased 
dramatically over the last few years, so we are very grateful to the Town 
Council for their grant, which will help us provide quality talks for our members 
and ensure Bewdley’s Horticultural Society continues.  
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Bewdley Rotary 
 
 
 
Bewdley rotary is an amazing club, with amazing people.  
We support many local charities, there are some 21 in total, among these are 
Barnardo’s Wyre forest, St John's ambulance, salvation army ,local food banks, 
Burn aid for children with severe burns, giving them a wonderful day out at the 
amenities in Stourport and being well entertained.  
Adult reading.  
Children's dictionaries for local school’s.  
We also arranged the installation of the Xmas tree.  
Projects with local schools, examples, photo competition.  
Queens jubilee tree planting at the arboretum and local museum.  
The golf day at the pines golf club, raising over £6000 for charities.  
Music and laughter night for the community, raising over £1800. 
There are many other projects done by Bewdley rotary.  
Please support us. 
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Bewdley Town Council - Annual Town Meeting - March 2023 
Report from Bewdley Rowing Club 

 
Beginners Fun Regatta June 2022 
The first major event of the year, our annual amateur regatta for beginner 
rowers, was once again a huge success for the Club, and an important 
fundraiser. Formerly known as the Pub & Club Regatta, we promoted the event 
this year as the Queen’s Jubilee Beginners Fun Regatta.  We had great weather 
for it on Saturday 4th June with 35 crews from local clubs, businesses, pubs, 
gyms all competing against each other in front of crowds of spectators lining 
our stretch of the Severn. Women’s, men’s and mixed crews became 
competitive rowers for the day, trained and coxed by club members, racing 
over a 300m course for trophies, tankards and free club membership.  
 
Bewdley regatta July 2022 
We enjoyed a successful annual regatta, with clubs from across the country 
descending on Bewdley, and with entry numbers close to previous years. We 
were delighted with this turnout, coming after 2 years of no regattas. Bewdley 
and its rowing club are obviously great attractions for rowers from all over the 
UK.  
 
Club Operations 
Our membership has begun to grow again this year, and currently stands at 
150.  The pandemic closures reduced our membership at one point to just 80. 
In September we held our AGM, and re-appointed Rich Jackson as Club Captain 
and Doug Jackson as Chairman, along with a number of newer members to 
several officer positions. The new committee are working on implementing the 
5-year Club Development Plan presented to members in January 2022. This 
year also saw the structure of the club change to a Company Limited by 
Guarantee following the example of many amateur sports clubs around the UK 
 
Grants from Sport England, Arnold Clark, Wyre Forest District Council and 
Bewdley Town Council have played a major part in the club ‘keeping its head 
above water’ over the past 2 or 3 years. Without that support the club would 
have suffered the fate of many amateur sports clubs around the UK in recent 
years and may not now be operating. We are hugely grateful for that support, 
and would particularly like to thank you, our Town Council, for your continued 
generosity. 
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Partnerships 
The club is an important part of the local community, with many members, 
past and present, living locally. We have strengthened our links with 
community partners, enjoying good relationships with local scout groups. 
 
The Club continued to develop and grow the business arrangement with Hire a 
Canoe, renting out part of a field for canoe storage and car parking, boat 
launching from our steps and use of our bar facilities by their customers. We 
have begun joint sporting and social events with them and continue to look at 
ways to expand that relationship. 
 
The Future 
The 5 Year Club Development Plan mentioned above highlighted several 
strategic directions for the club. 

• Refurbishment and modernizing the Gym and offering a competitive 
membership fee for a new facility for local people to use. This 
programme has begun, in part thanks to funding received from the 
Town Council and other bodies. 

• Growing our Social membership and offering a low-cost subscription 
allowing the community to use our facilities. As mentioned, the kitchen 
has been recently refurbished and re-modelling of the club room is being 
planned. 

• Growing our junior squad to ensure the future of the club. We have a 
squad of 16 juniors who, just a few months after learning to row entered 
several competitions last year. 

 
Doug Jackson, Chairman BRC – February 2023 
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                                             BEWDLEY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 

                                             ANNUAL TOWN MEETING REPORT 

 

The present  structure  of  our  Club  consists  of  three  open  age  male teams,  one in  each  of  the  
( Veterans  League;    Midland Football  League  and  West  Midland (Regional) Football  League)  an  
open age  ladies  team  (West  Midlands  Regional  Women’s Football  League)  and a U/15  Boys  
Youth  Team.  Three  of  our  teams  play  at  our  home  ground  at  Ribbesford Meadows  and  two  
(Veterans  and  Youth)  play  at  hired  pitches  out  of  Bewdley. 

At  this  moment  we  are  three  quarters  through  our  season  (Vets  play  in  Summer  months)  
with  all our  teams  well  established  in  their  respective  leagues. 

We  are  particularly  pleased  with  our  Ladies  team  who  are  in  their  first  season  playing  under  
the  Bewdley  ‘banner’  and  we  suggest  well  worth  watching  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  (2.00pm  
KO) 

Regarding  next  season,  we  are  looking  to  expand  our  Youth  section  and  already  have  local  
parents/children  showing  interest  in  coming  ‘on  board’  our  only  problem  being  pitches  to  
accommodate  them.  With  this  in  mind  we  are  one  of  the  interested  parties  in  seeing  what  
is  happening  with  the  Bewdley  Leisure  Centre  grounds. 

Our  Home  ground  is  well  maintained  (despite the  flooding  situations)  and  has  all  amenities  
required  i.e.  covered  seating/standing  areas,  refreshments  and  toilets.  All  of  which  we  are  
continually  trying  to  improve  when  funds  allow. 

The  Club  is  run  by  a  committee  of  eight  local  people  plus  team  managers/coaches  for  the  
respective  teams. 

Further  information  about  the  Club  can  be  found  on  our  web site  ‘Bewdley Town  FC’  and  
also  in  ‘The  Bridge’  magazine. 

If  anyone  wishes  to  enquire  about  the  Club  activities  or  has  suggestions  on  how  to  improve  
our  set  up,  you  are  welcome  to  contact  myself  (Geoff  Edwards   07733 264893)  or  any  
Committee  member. 

G. E.   on behalf of Bewdley Town  FC 
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Bewdley Town Council Road Safety Group Annual Report 2022-2023 
 

The Bewdley Town Council Road Safety Group met monthly in 2022. 
Group members were Cllr Paul Gittins, Cllr Rod Stanczyszyn Cllr John Byng, Cllr Dan Morehead and 
myself Cllr C Edginton-White Chairman. Other Town Councillors attended the meetings to make a 
contribution throughout the year. County Councillor Ian Hardiman attends most meetings and Cllr 
Dan Morehead attends meetings remotely when he can as our other Bewdley County Councillor. 
Recommendations from the group are made to the Full Council along with the Road Safety Group 
minutes. The minutes can be accessed on the Town Council web site. 
 
The main focus and themes for the group with standing items considered this year 2022-2023 were: 
 

1. Welch Gate Air Pollution and Pedestrian Safety. 
We have made little progress this year with schemes to improve air quality in Welch Gate this is a 
County Council responsibility and we had previously looked with the County Highways engineer at 
alternative road priorities around Bewdley to try and reduce the amount of standing traffic in Welch 
Gate. We are still awaiting a meeting with the new WCC highway engineer to discuss the most 
recent surveys and exploring traffic management alternatives including a traffic light system, one 
way systems and/or changing the traffic priorities at some road junctions all of which would require 
public consultation. 
 

2. Illegal Parking on Pavements and at Junctions. 
 

Illegal parking on pavements causing pedestrians, people with pushchairs and mobility scooters to 
have to go into the road is something the group have been following up at each meeting as 
members have raised the issues with photographs. This is an increasing problem and the police have 
been informed on several occasions but they require evidence when it is happening and the onus is 
therefore back onto the resident or Councillor who sees this happening. 
 

3. Speeding and Weight Restrictions 
a) (i)Speed Restrictions in the Town Centre and on the East side of the Town over the Bridge. 

The Council have for a number of years been trying to get WCC to agree to speed restrictions across 
the Town Centre and on the immediate Town Centre gateway roads. During 2022 a map of the roads 
where lower speed restrictions should apply was drawn up by WCC in consultation with BTC and 
some money was allocated to our County Councillor to provide the appropriate signage. 
Unfortunately the final scheme has not yet been agreed but working with our two County 
Councillors it is hoped that this will take place during 2023-24. 
(ii) Concerns about the narrow pavements over the Bewdley Bridge and in Welch Gate and the 
number of collisions and near misses with pedestrians is of concern. With regard to the bridge, 
discussion has taken place as to whether Bewdley needs a pedestrian bridge over the river for 
walkers and cyclists and some informal discussions have taken place by members with the Wyre 
Forest Cycle Forum. 
 

b) 20 is Plenty 
(i) The 20 is Plenty campaign is directly related to the speed restriction project mentioned in 3a) 
above and once we have the promised signage then it will be revisited. 
The Council purchased a number of bin stickers for residents to place on their bins as a reminder to 
passing cars to slow down. These have been distributed to residents in several town centre streets 
and there are some available to any resident who wants to put stickers on their bins. These can be 
requested from the BTC offices in Load Street or via your local Town Councillor. 
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c) Additional Vehicle Activated Signs 
The programme for Installing Vehicle Activated Signs on Bewdley’s Gateway roads has continued 
with the installation of a fixed sign on Cleobury Road, Habberley Road and more recently Dowles 
Road. The Council still operates a rota placing temporary VAS around the town in various allocated 
sites on a rota basis. 
 

d) Community Speed Watch 
The police have offered to provide community speed watch training for a group of six volunteers and 
this would provide an opportunity to monitor vehicle speed along some of our narrow streets and is 
intended to show a presence, which will encourage the passing motorist to slow down. Any resident 
interested in volunteering for the training should contact the office for more information. 
 
I would like to thank my Road Safety Group colleagues for their diligence and support in identifying 
and raising matters of concern regarding Road Safety in Bewdley over the last 12 months. I would 
also like to offer our appreciation to County Cllr Ian Hardiman who has attended meetings regularly 
and provided a monthly written report to the Full Council and to PC Thomas for his contributions. 
 
Prepared by Cllr Calne Edginton-White, Road Safety Group Chairman. 22.02.23 
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Friends of Riverside North Park 
 
The Friends group have suffered a decline as a result of Covid and have not 
been able to maintain membership. This has been down to lack of interest now 
the Paddling Pool has gone and no ongoing projects. 
On the plus side, with funds that we had, the train has been replaced in the 
Play area and well received. We have also been able to fund the removal of 
reed mace and water lily’s that were taking over the surface area of the Swan 
Pond, this is officially called ‘Aquatic vegetation removal’. This was done using 
an amphibious harvester which was most impressive to watch. Several lots of 
dead wood were also removed, and the end result was most 
impressive.  Ponds need to be looked after and maintained for them to be 
healthy and support the wildlife that use them. We have definitely seen an 
increase in birdlife, and you can now see from the play area to the bridge at 
the far end of the pond. 
Our next job is to replace the path around the Swan Pond with a tarmac path 
that will have a longer life and make it safer for pushchairs and wheelchair 
users. We had quotes across a wide range and have settled on Rowes who 
come highly recommended and are a local firm. We would have liked a little 
more in the coffers to complete the path between the river and Pond but are 
not able to apply for grants etc. due to lack of membership.  
We are still a registered charity, but Mac and Jenny are now stepping down 
after 12 years so it is uncertain if the group will continue.  
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Bewdley Male Voice Choir

Members of Bewdley Town Council 

On behalf of the Choir our thanks to you once again for your support and can inform 
you that Dylan is booking his 4 Music Leadership Workshops for this current year. They 
take place quarterly and I hope next year to update you once it is completed. 

In the meantime we are now preparing for several 2023 events. The first being at the 
Rose Theatre On April 17th when we will be performing a number of new items from 
more recent music  featuring Spice Girls and Eurhythmics. This is a strategic move to 
show that modern music can be adapted and performed with our style. In addition a 
recruitment drive aims in 2023 to appeal for more members to join and gain the im-
mense benefits from singing.  

Later in the year we have visits from Castleford Male Choir and a joint concert with two 
others at Worcester Cathedral. In August our tour this year will take us to Belgium for a 
number of events including The Last Post and The Menin Gate. 

The Choir continues to rehearse on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and welcome all to 
come along and learn more. 

Yours Most Sincerely 

Robin Copeman 
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ANNUAL REPORT. BEWDLEY BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH LEGION. 2023. 

 

The aim of the Bewdley Branch of the Royal British Legion is to ensure that those who gave 
their today for our tomorrows are never forgot and to raise funds for veterans who are in 
need. 

During a difficult past year for many groups and organisations we continued to show our 
gratitude and thanks to those who suffered and died during the two world wars and other 
conflicts. 

JANUARY 2022.  Laid flowers at the Holocaust Memorial Tree in Riverside North Park. 

APRIL.  Wreath laid at the war memorial to remember the start of the Falklands War. 

MAY. Wreath laid at the war memorial ln Remembrance of Victory in Europe. 

JUNE. Wreath laid to commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee. 

AUGUST. We attended the Merchant Navy Day ceremony at Wye Forest House, 
Kidderminster, 

SEPTEMBER. Wreath laid at the war memorial and a one-minute silence held following 
Queen’s death. 

OCTOBER. 80 Poppy tins and collecting trays delivered to shops and pubs in Bewdley by our 
Poppy crew.      Launch of the Poppy Appeal held under the Guild Hall.                                                                                             
Poppy Appeal Concert held in St Anne’s Church. Featuring Bewdley Concert Band and David 
Lawrence. 

NOVEMBER. Wooden Poppy Crosses laid on all the resting places of the fallen in our two 
church yards. War Memorial illuminated. With thanks to Richie Heath.                                                                                     
Took part in the Remembrance Day Parade with our Standard. 

JANUARY 2023.  Flowers laid at the Holocaust Memorial, Riverside North Park. 

I would like to thank all our members for their support during the past year, the shops, 
pubs and schools for accepting our Poppy tins and trays, our street collectors, the Bewdley 
Concert Band and David Lawrence for entertaining us during our Poppy Concert. Thank you 
also to our Poppy Appeal Organiser Carol, for organising the Poppy Appeal, and a special 
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thank you to Charley Barkel aged 11 for auctioning her painting of Poppies raising £305, 
which, with your generous donations made a total of £9,161 for last year’s Poppy Appeal.  

If you would like to support the Royal British Legion by becoming a member call 0800 307 
7773 

                              for further information about our branch email paulgittinsmbe@gmail.com 

                                      Or see our face book page.  Bewdley Branch Royal British Legion 

Paul Gittins MBE Chairman. 

41

mailto:paulgittinsmbe@gmail.com


ST GEORGE’S HALL, BEWDLEY 
St George’s Hall Venue Management (SGHVM) 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2022 
 
 
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES  
The objects of the company (SGHVM) are set out in the Articles of Association and are 
principally to benefit the residents of Bewdley and the surrounding area by providing 
facilities for recreational, cultural and other leisure time occupation, to advance education 
and lifelong learning and to promote good health and healthy living as well as other 
charitable purposes agreed by the Board.  
This year saw a gradual recovery from the effects on the Hall’s activities caused by the 
Coronavirus pandemic. There was encouraging growth in the use of the café and cinema 
audiences showed steady growth through the year. The regular provision of monthly live 
music events was affected by the availability of touring artists, but the small team 
responsible for organising bookings remains committed to bringing good quality live music 
to the town on a regular basis. 
Other uses of the rooms include hire by local businesses who provide a range of activities 
such as exercise, dance, singing and slimming. 
The Hall has continued to encourage community activity by maintaining hire rates at the 
same level as in 2020/21. This is now the second consecutive year when we have kept hire 
rates at the same level. 
Some traditional events which form part of the fabric of Bewdley’s social and cultural scene 
have not returned to the Hall. The Bewdley Horticultural Society annual show moved to a 
smaller venue. In addition, the Bewdley Beer Festival did not take place. 
The Trustees confirm that they have referred to the Charity Commission's general guidance 
on public benefit when reviewing the charity's aims and objectives and in planning future 
activities. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE  
The Community Café provides an easily accessible and welcoming place for people to meet 
and socialise. 100% of the café trading surplus is donated to SGHVM to support the 
maintenance and development of the Hall and its facilities. The team of up to 80 volunteers 
who operate the café is continually changing, but we are fortunate that as some have 
stepped down others have come forward to join the team. Not only is the café appreciated 
by its wide range of customers but enabling people to be part of the volunteering team has 
been recognised by the Bewdley Medical Centre as a benefit to the health and wellbeing of 
the volunteers themselves. 
The weekly Cinema session attendances grew steadily as social distancing and mask wearing 
requirements were eased and as people gained confidence in re-joining social gatherings. 
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The hiring of meeting rooms and the main hall by a range of local voluntary and charitable 
groups has slowly recovered, although some of those groups have stopped operating as a 
result of the pandemic disruption. The Hall is now firmly established as the base for the 
Repair Café. This takes place on the third Saturday of every month and encourages people 
to bring in broken items for repair in order to prolong the life of those items and reduce 
material consumption. The Hall has continued to follow its environmental policy and 
benefits both financially and ecologically from its solar panels. The Hall has continued to be 
available as a Polling Station for local and national elections. 
 
FINANCIAL REVIEW  
During the financial year July 2021 to June 2022 the charity received income of £96,830 
(2021-21: £68,383).  Costs of refurbishment and maintenance of assets of St George's Hall 
incurred in the year amounted to £6,070 (2020-21: £2,039). Total costs, including 
depreciation, of £175,154 (2020-21: £137,246) were incurred during the period. 
All regular outgoings have been met. The Hall continues to be properly and regularly 
maintained. Reserves of £40k to cover any major repairs and longer-term replacements and 
renewals of equipment remain set aside.  
 
PEOPLE AND TRAINING 
The Hall employs four part time staff: a manager, an administrator, a Saturday café 
supervisor and a caretaker. Training needs for all four are kept under review. 
The Hall also benefits hugely from over 80 volunteers who support the café, cinema, music 
and other activities. All new volunteers receive comprehensive induction training and 
ongoing training.  
 
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
At the end of the reporting year the Charity had 5 further years of a 15-year lease with the 
Trustees of the Bewdley Christian Community Hall (BCCH) which was entered into in 2012. 
Work continued during 2020-21 to achieve a merger of the 2 charities so that the 
operational benefits being delivered by SGHVM could continue to be delivered beyond the 
term of lease arrangement. Julian Lomas of Almond Tree consulting has steered us through 
the merger process along with professional legal advice. At the end of the reporting year 
the merger work was well advanced and a final date for the merger was being finalised. 
It is intended that the Board of the new charity will comprise members of both BCCH and 
SGHVM, and it is further recognised that several long-standing members of both Boards 
wish to step down to make way for the recruitment of new Board members with fresh 
energy, ideas and skills. 
The Board of SGHVM continues to be aware of the following specific shortcomings in the 
way the Hall operates:  

• Inadequate chair storage at first floor level. 
• Lack of a catering kitchen for use in conjunction with the Main Hall 
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• Poor access to the disabled toilet at ground floor.  
The public consultation exercise held in spring of 2019 gathered views from the community 
on how the Hall might improve or extend the facilities it offers. This exercise underlined the 
need to meet the following requirements: 

• Provide a catering kitchen for use by hirers of the Hall 
• Increase the size of the café to support and encourage a greater range of informal 

gatherings 
• Provide a medium sized-meeting room (larger than the Wyre/Severn rooms but 

smaller than the main hall) 
However, at the time of this report progress on these developments has been paused 
pending the formation of the new board of the merged charity. 
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Annual Report 2023 from Tree Wardens 
Tree Wardens have no direct role in decision making in the planning process, 
but examine Applications concerning Trees in the Conservation Area, or those 
which are subject to a Tree Protection Order and give their views in order to 
assist Town Councillors when they consider whether to give their support or 
objection prior to the decision being made by Wyre Forest District Council.   

This has been a fairly quiet year when considering the number of applications 
relating to trees within the Conservation Area, or concerning trees which are 
the subject(s) of Tree Protection Order(s). It is sometimes possible for a 
compromise to be reached whereby work can be done, but falling short of 
felling.   This is something that may be negotiated by the District Council’s 
Arboriculture Officer.  I would urge residents to get rid of small self-set 
seedling trees, growing in the wrong place, before they get large enough to be 
subject to scrutiny.  Ash and Sycamore are the biggest culprits in this area. 

Until about twelve months ago, there were two Tree Wardens acting on behalf 
of the Town Council, but Cliff Willmot decided to stand down.  I have missed 
his invaluable input and support.  However, very recently, a new Voluntary 
Tree Warden, Steve Williams has been appointed and I look forward to 
working with him in the future. 

Gren Jones 

Voluntary Tree Warden 
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Report to Bewdley Town Council 

7th March 2023 

St George’s Farm (Photo by Peter Broome*) 

For more information: 

Website: www.wyreclt.org.uk 

Social media: @wyreclt 

Email: info@wyreclt.org.uk 

Phone: 01299 488083 
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About Us 

Wyre Community Land Trust (WCLT) helps manage and conserve the wildlife and habitats of the 

Wyre Forest and provides opportunities for the local community to learn and engage with the 

natural environment and heritage crafts. Founded in 2007, we are based at St George’s Farm in the 

Wyre Forest which we rent from the Guild of St George (the John Ruskin charity). 

About Your Support 

Funding from Bewdley Town Council has allowed us to offer our staff and volunteer outdoor first aid 

training. First aid training will enable our staff and volunteers to deal with any emergency situation 

with confidence in a prompt, safe and effective way. This is particularly important for our 

organisation, due to the inherent risks in some of the work we do, and also our remote operations, 

which means that sometimes professional medical help might not always be immediately available. 

Our staff members require a refresher course in order to ensure they can safely supervise activities, 

volunteers and visitors. We are also offering the training to some of our long-term volunteers, as 

part of our efforts to support their continued skills and development.  

By having more qualified first aiders on site, it will increase the resilience of our organisation and 

ensure that we always have sufficient first aid cover. It will also enable us to expand our existing 

operations, as we will have more people who can manage activities independently. This will have 

benefits to the local community, as it will mean we can carry out more wildlife conservation 

activities, more volunteer work parties, more education visits, and more woodwork sessions in the 

workshop.  

We have organised a two day outdoor first aid training session on 13th-14th March 2023 for three 

staff members and seven volunteers with specialist outdoor first aid training provider ‘A2E First Aid 

Training’.  

Volunteers harvesting apples in an orchard we manage 
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2022-23 Update Report 

Grazing and Woodland Management 

We have a herd of 43 Dexter Cattle who we use for conservation grazing with the aim of 

maintaining and increasing the biodiversity of natural grasslands, heathlands, wood pasture , 

wetlands and other habitats. As well as the wood pasture and meadows at St George’s Farm we 

graze sites for Natural England, Worcestershire Wildlife, Forestry England other local landowners. 

Grazing at Bell’s Coppice - a site we graze for Natural England 

In addition to our conservation grazing programme, we carry out woodland management across 

Ruskin Land on behalf of the Guild of St George. Tasks cover fencing maintenance, keeping footpaths 

clear, repairing tracks, clearing around new trees, managing the control of deer and squirrels and 

dealing with any fallen trees.  

Conservation Volunteers 

Our conservation volunteers help us carry out the important work needed to conserve the Wyre 

forest, its wildflower meadows and traditional orchards. Under the supervision of Kate, our 

Volunteer and Community Development Officer, they have carried out fence maintenance; scrub 

clearance; hedgerow planting; invasive species management; new tree planting; livestock 

movement; apple harvesting; and much more.   

Education and Care Farming Programme 

We host visits from local schools and community organisations as part of our Education and Care 

Farming programme. Last year, we held 37 visits with a total of 269 participants, from groups 

including further education colleges, primary and secondary schools, community groups for adults 

and young people with learning disabilities, and adults with an acquired brain injury. This year, we 

are expanding our programme further, and are developing an education garden at the farm in 

48



partnership with the Odell Centre – an activity centre for adults with learning disabilities and mental 

health issues.  

Developing our education garden with participants from the Odell Centre 

Courses and Events 

In 2022, we launched Ruskin Club, offering short taster sessions in heritage crafts and nature 

conservation skills. Courses included wood carving, willow weaving, hedgelaying, wildlife tracking, 

green woodwork, and wreath making. Following positive feedback from last year’s course 

participants, we are expanding the course programme for 2023, offering longer more in-depth 

workshops so participants can expand their skillset further.  

Green woodwork course as part of Ruskin Club 
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Woodyard 

The woodyard processes the timber we sustainably harvest from the Wyre Forest and generates an 

income to support our conservation and education programmes. Under the supervision of Richard, 

our Woodyard Manager, our woodwork volunteers help process the timber and make bespoke items 

for sale, as well as firewood for local delivery and collection. We have sold a good deal of fresh sawn 

oak to local carpenters and have made commissions such as benches, pergolas, gift boxes, display 

items, gates, and wildlife boxes for individuals, local businesses, and larger charitable organisations 

including the National Trust.  

Richard, our Woodyard Manager, with a completed commission 
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Bewdley Town Council Annual Report 2022/23 
 

Cllr Daniel Morehead 
 
On top of my role as a Bewdley Town Councillor, it has been my continued pleasure to represent Bewdley 
& Rock as your County Councillor having been elected in May 2021. 
 
My 2022 case work has again been dominated by Highways issues within the Town which I have worked 
hard to resolve on behalf of the residents of Bewdley, working collaboratively with the Road Safety Group.  
The largest piece of work has been the continued pursuit to get a 20mph zone signed off to go out to public 
consultation and I am pleased that this is likely to be the case in 2023. 
 
Through my divisional funding, I have been delighted to support Bewdley with the following: 
 
• Funding two new benches for Blackstone Riverside Park 
• Contributed towards the repair and maintenance of the children play area in Riverside North Park 
• Supported Worcestershire Parents & Carers who are actively supporting families within Bewdley. 
• Contributing towards the excellent work that Wyre Forest Night Stop 
• Supported the Bewdley Community Theatre to help them put on a community pantomime in 2023. 
• Contributed towards the running costs of both Bewdley Carnival and the Far Forest Show 
 
I have continued to serve on the County Council’s Audit and Standards & Ethics Committees, and I have 
also served as a member of the Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority. 
 
I am looking forward to continuing to serve the residents of Bewdley throughout 2023. 
 
Dan Morehead 
Town Councillor: Wribbenhall 
County Councillor: Bewdley & Rock 
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Appointments
We were delighted to learn in December that our President, Beatrice Grant, is to be appointed to the role of  Lord-Lieutenant of  
Worcestershire in March 2023. This is a well-deserved honour and follows her excellent work as a deputy Lieutenant and the charity 
work to which she has devoted much of  her life.

Congratulations also to Executive Committee member Tom Watson, who was elevated to the peerage, taking the oath in December. 
Tom has taken the title ‘’Baron Watson of  Wyre Forest’’.

Bewdley Museum, Guildhall and Jubilee Gardens
Wyre Forest District Council’s (WFDC) proposal to establish an independent trust to take over all of  the above facilities came to 
nothing when the appointed trustees announced that they were not able, on financial viability grounds, to take the project further. The 
Council responded saying they would explore options to make sure all the assets in question would remain key features of  the town. We 
understand WFDC has since offered the Town Council a similar proposal to that put to the erstwhile trustees and a decision is awaited. 

Unveilings
During the year, three of  our important projects came to fruition. On one of  the record-breaking hottest days of  the year in July, 
President Beatrice Grant, unveiled two plaques in Bewdley. The first, in the town’s Jubilee Gardens, was commissioned by the Society to 
commemorate the Brian Stephens’ cherry wall. Brian, a Vice-President and past Chairman of  the Society had sadly passed away only 
weeks before and, in conjunction with Bewdley Museum we planted 10 cherry trees to mark his efforts in establishing the town’s annual 
Cherry Fair. Beatrice, who was also attending in her capacity as deputy Lieutenant of  Worcestershire, explained Brian’s unstinting 
commitment to promote Bewdley’s historical importance as a cherry growing area and re-establish a cherry tree culture in the town. 

Beatrice went on to unveil a blue plaque at Redthorne House in High Street to mark the construction of  one of  Bewdley‘s finest buildings, 
and, in particular, its restoration by owner, Paul Crane. Paul, who is a Vice-President of  the Society, was pleased to recount the history 
of  Redthorne, built by the Prattinton family in 1775, and how their son Peter became a noted historian and antiquarian. Beatrice paid 
tribute to Paul’s excellent restoration, of  which the Society and the town were most proud, before unveiling the Society’s blue plaque.

In November the Society recreated a part of  Bewdley’s river-trade history by installing a roller, made from Wyre Forest oak, on Bewdley‘s 
bridge. The town was once one of  the busiest inland ports in the country with large boats called trows, which travelled between 
Welshpool and Bristol and beyond, carrying all sorts of  cargoes. These crafts were pulled by horses, and before that by men called 
bowhaulers. To ease the passage of  the boats through the bridge, two rollers were installed in the pedestrian arch, at some time after the 
bridge was built, to accommodate the boats’ tow ropes. A smaller horizontal roller was restored by the Society 20 years ago but no-one in 
living memory could remember the larger vertical roller which had now been recreated. The project was managed by Society member, 
Jim Parker, who designed the roller, arranged for the manufacture, and spent many days restoring the iron work surrounds and installing 
the roller. The Mayor of  Bewdley, Councillor Rod Stanczyszyn, kindly carried out the formal unveiling. Our thanks to Jim and others 
who helped with this project.

Flooding and the Wribbenhall Flood Defences
As reported in the 2021 report the temporary defences in 
Beales Corner were once again overtopped in February 2022. 
This followed the disastrous flooding in the two previous 
years when the barriers failed. During the year the Society 
has participated in the formal consultation process for the 
previously advised £6.2M development. We were pleased 
therefore that when the final plans were submitted just before 
the year-end that the definitive scheme proposes instead a 
1.1m solid wall, topped by 0.8m glass panels as can be seen 
at Upton-upon-Severn. Inevitably there are other negative 
effects of  the plans which, to a large degree, affect the Grade 
I listed Bewdley Bridge and quayside. However, the impact is considered moderate in scale and represents ‘’less than substantial harm’’. 
It is hoped that work will start in the latter part of  2023. The accompanying photo is a visualisation of  how the Stourport Road wall will 
appear from Severnside South.

Summer Outings
Our excursions to places of  interest were well received. In May we visited Batsford Arboretum 
and nearby Sezincote House. At the former, we enjoyed walking amongst a tremendous 
variety of  trees, and the oriental-inspired gardens. The latter is a unique Indian style house in 
an attractive setting in the Cotswolds Hills. In September we went east to the Black Country 
and first of  all visited the Old Oak House, a 400 year-old yeoman farmer’s residence in 
surroundings that were very much built up to say the least. We later visited Wednesbury Art 
Gallery and Museum. Thanks to Sue Perrin and Sharon Harvey respectively for organising 
these visits.



Guided Walks
Guided tours of  the town centre and Wribbenhall (available to the general public) were carried out on Civic Day in June and during 
National Heritage Weekend in September.

School Heritage Project
Barbara Longmore, our Hon. Secretary reports that we were pleased to be able to run our annual School Heritage Project again 
during 2022, for the first time since Lockdown began. To link with Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, the title of  the project 
was “Bewdley’s Royal Connections” and the students researched the beginning of  the Royal Estate in Bewdley, which existed from 
the 15th century (when Edward IV gained the throne during the Wars of  the Roses), until it was sold off in the 1870s. The research 
also included a study of  the Wars of  the Roses and its relevance to the establishment of  the Royal lineage which stretches down 
to the current monarch, King Charles III. Barbara led the project and spent time each Friday morning in June and July with the 
students in school. For 2 days in July students spent time in Bewdley - the first exploring the Royal Estate and its houses and the 
second in St George’s Hall completing their work for the project.

At the centre of  the Royal Estate was Tickenhill Palace (formerly the Bewdley Manor House) and as part of  the project the 
students were able to view the interior and the grounds of  the house, at the kind invitation of  the current owners, Mark and 
Jenny Robbins. They also visited other places included in the original estate and enjoyed a good lunch at Kateshill House, at the 
invitation of  Graham and Judith Bullock. 

We were very sorry to see the retirement of  Mrs Becky Newbold, at the end of  the school year. She has worked with us over the last 
10 years on the school projects with great enthusiasm and we shall need to make a new partnership if  the projects are to continue.

The Bewdley School Foundation
This was formed in April 2022 as a partnership between The Bewdley School, Bewdley Festival and the Civic Society, with some 
Directors joining from the Bewdley community. The purpose of  the Foundation is to take ownership of  the school land and 
buildings, and to develop the estate in the best interests of  the school and the people of  Bewdley. Barbara Longmore was invited 
to represent the Society as a Director of  the Foundation and, as such, will be able to continue our long-established link and give 
the Society some influence on any changes made to the school estate. Our Executive Committee member, Lord Watson, is also 
a director in his own right.

Queen’s Green Canopy
As part of  the late Queen Elizabeth 11’s initiative, the Society, in conjunction with the Rotary Club and Bewdley Town Council, 
planted a hybrid Laburnum tree in Jubilee Gardens. This was in addition to the 10 cherry trees mentioned above.

Dowles Graveyard
We were approached by new member, Louise Fenton, who had taken an interest in the site of  the former St Andrew’s Church 
(demolished 1957) and graveyard which was in need of  some TLC. In partnership with the St Anne’s PCC, we established a regular 
working party which has done wonders in helping Louise to tidy up the area.

Balsam Bashing
The seventh annual bash took place over five days in July, made possible by the generous gift of  volunteer time. We continue to remove 
growth consistently back from the riverbank and environs of  the town. Thanks to Steve Bent for once again organising this venture.

Cherry Fair
We were grateful that Sharon Harvey took over from Brian Stephens to organise this event, which is run in conjunction with Bewdley 
Museum. During the weekend in July, we sold 12 cherry trees from the Society’s stall, which had been nurtured in Sharon and Richard’s 
gardens. John Iles kindly conducted a guided tour of  the remnants of  the cherry orchards which used to dominate the surrounds of  Bewdley.

Lectures
During the year, the following lectures were held in St. George’s Hall with the exception of  the one held on 12th April which was held 
in Bewdley Baptist Church. They were all well attended and much enjoyed.

In October, as a Partner of  Bewdley Festival, we provided sponsorship of  £300 which helped them promote several interesting talks, with 
our name associated with the talk by TV presenter and auctioneer, Phil Serrell who was born in Bewdley.

7th January “The Water Mills of  Wyre Forest” By Dr Tom Elliott

17th February “Madresfield: Fame and Scandal in the 1930s” By John Chester

14th March “In Search of  Ancient Trackways” By Rosemary Winnall MBE

12th April “Local Churches” By Tim Bridges

13th June “Bewdley’s Georgian Doors and Entrance Porches” By Francis Mohan

12th September “Carpet Cool! 250 years of  Kidderminster Design” By Dr Anthea Harris-Fry 
of  the Museum of  Carpet

25th October “A Hero’s Welcome at Worcester - Lord Nelson 
and Lady Hamilton’s Summer Tour” By Paul Crane



The Hobson Room
We continue to enjoy the use of  this facility at 18 Load Street thanks to the generosity of  Paul Crane who lets us have it rent free. During 
the year an external hanging sign was commissioned by the Society, better advertising our presence there.

The Society’s Stall
We are grateful to Sharon Harvey for taking on the job of  Stall Steward so enthusiastically. The Society was represented at most of  the 
civic occasions, including the ever-popular Christmas Lights Festival when the stall was located in St. Anne’s Church.

Christmas Cards
Local artist, John Instance, kindly allowed the Society to use two of  his water colour pictures as the basis for our Christmas cards. 
Sharon Harvey arranged for the production and did an excellent job of  selling them and thereby raising funds for the Society. Thanks 
to John for letting us use his excellent images free of  charge.

Free French Visit
To mark the 80th anniversary of  the establishment of  the Free French military school at Ribbesford House the Mayor arranged a 
welcome reception for the group representing the Association for the Remembrance of  the Free French cadets. We were invited and 
Barbara Longmore and Meryn Howell met the visitors who comprised a widow of  a cadet who was a pupil at the school plus the sons 
of  four other original cadets. There followed a celebratory meal at the Bailiff’s House Pomodoro restaurant.

Annual Dinner
Once again, the dinner was held on a November evening in St George’s Hall. The entertainment on this occasion was an interesting 
talk by Heather Flack about the results of  21 small archaeology pits that had been dug in Bewdley, Wribbenhall and Ribbesford. Our 
President presided and gave us a summary of  the valuable work carried out by the Worcestershire Lieutenancy. We were delighted that 
the Mayor, Rod Stanczyszyn and his Mayoress, Lynn Stanczyszyn could be our guests.

Newsletter
For many years now we have been greatly indebted to Jock Gallagher for the professionalism which he brings in his role as our 
Newsletter editor. We are also grateful to those who have contributed with copy. Steve Bent in particular has penned some very 
interesting articles about his research into the old walkways and caves at Winterdyne. The four colourful editions each year make it the 
showpiece of  the Society.

AGM
The timing of  the AGM reverted to the usual date in April and was held in St George’s Hall. Jenny Frow retired from the Executive 
Committee, and we thanked her for her valuable contributions over a number of  years. We were pleased to elect two new members to 
the committee, namely David Thursfield and Sharon Harvey.

Civic Voice (CV)
We were shocked when CV announced a loss of  some £90,000 from its bank accounts in a major fraud by one of  its officers. An 
appeal was consequently launched to raise £78,000 in an attempt to ensure the organisation’s survival. As a founding member and in 
acknowledging the excellent work carried out by CV in Westminster and across the country, the Executive Committee agreed that the 
Society would prepay its next five years subscriptions (£2500). We later attended CVs AGM when we were advised that, with a fair 
following wind, the organisation should survive. In the meantime, it’s business as usual in that they continue to be very active on all fronts.

Financial
While the accounts to 31st December 2022 show that a deficit of  £7,228 was incurred, included in the outgoings was the purchase of  
£1,930 worth of  COIF accumulation units to add to those already held. Unfortunately, this investment, which has been so good over 
the years, saw its value drop by £749 but was still worth £5,800 more than the overall original cost. A further £2,500 of  expenditure 
was in respect of  our subscriptions in advance to CV (see above) and £1,500 was donated towards three third-party community 
projects. A further £2,600 was spent on various projects including the two plaques, the bridge roller and the Hobson Room sign. 
Restricted funds were boosted by a donation of  £824 from Bewdley Conservation Area Residents Association which, sadly, was wound 
up during the year. These funds are designated to be used for community purposes. The remaining restricted balances are earmarked 
for the flood-lighting of  the Stanley Baldwin statue. At the year-end total unrestricted funds amounted to £12,800 demonstrating that 
the Society’s finances are in good shape.

Development Control

WFDC Local Plan
As expected, the plan for the period 2016 to 2036 was formally adopted by the Council in April. It allocates sites for 5,520 new homes, 
including 227 in the Bewdley area. The vast majority of  the latter are situated east of  the River Severn and we expect all of  them to 
be approved in the near future. Indeed, some of  the sites have already been the subject of  planning applications and in response the 
Society has submitted detailed comments.

Bewdley Town Council Neighbourhood Plan
After a period of  inactivity owing to the pandemic and staffing issues, work on the plan was resurrected during the year. Accordingly, a 
new steering group, chaired by the Mayor, was set up. Representing the Society are Tony Leach, Jock Gallagher and myself. It is hoped 
to complete the revised draft plan by the Summer 2023 before a final round of  public consultation and submission to a government 
appointed inspector. The final legal requirement is a parish referendum which is anticipated to take place in 2024.



Buildings at Risk

Ribbesford House
After a very worrying period of  inactivity, we were pleased to see scaffolding re-erected and the work to create luxury apartments continued.

Bewdley (Telford’s) Bridge
This grade 1 listed monument remains on Historic England’s Heritage at Risk register. The County Council have still to carry out the 
promised repairs and, in the meantime, the situation has been exacerbated by further vehicle collisions, the repairs of  which always 
take ages to materialise.

Former Fishing Tackle Shop, Severnside South
We became most concerned at the condition of  this grade 2 listed building in terms of  both its poor fabric and its sanitary conditions. 
We made representation to the District Council who put the matter in the hands of  its Enforcement department. We learnt recently, 
however, that the property has been sold and look forward to it restoration.

Footpaths
Bill Dewar reports that building on earlier positive communications/contacts with his predecessor positive links have been maintained 
between the Civic Society and with the newly appointed  Public Rights of  Way  Improvement Officer.  His positive responses to the 
points raised in Face to Face/ telephone discussions and a variety  of  written communications have been  encouraging. More robust no 
cycling signs /fencing has been installed at points along the Dowles Footpath which  have contributed to a reduction in inappropriate 
usage of   this riverside footpath by cyclists  but has not eliminated it. These have been subject to vandalism although we are assured 
that  any  missing signs will be replaced. We are exploring reinforcing the impact of  the signs with details of  possible fines i.e. similar 
to those for dog fouling. We have also addressed matters such as footpath surfacing and Japanese knotweed invasions TOGETHER 
WITH POSSIBLE LONGER TERM STRATEGIES THAT COULD  CONTRIBUTE TO  SECURING SAFETY  FOR  
PEDESTRIANS,CYCLISTS AND  THE DISABLED  ON ROUTES IN AND AROUND BEWDLEY . My thanks to David 
Thursfield and Barbara Longmore for their help and vigilance.

Thanks
I have mentioned in this report, the good work done by some of  the officers. To operate satisfactorily any organisation needs help from 
many people and we are grateful to all those who support us whether it be delivering newsletters or helping at our lectures etc. I would 
like to give special thanks to a small group of  people who do such a lot of  work behind the scenes; Barbara Longmore and Peter Archer, 
as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, do a tremendous amount of  work, as does Jock Gallagher editing the Newsletter. Although 
not on the Executive Committee, Sheelah Bolam and Eddie Burton both do excellent jobs as Membership and Minute secretaries 
respectively. Also Margaret Gillam and our team of  Newsletter delivers who do much to ensure its distribution. My thanks to them 
along with all those who serve on the Executive Committee. Finally special thanks to our President, Beatrice Grant, who supports us 
so well. 

The Old Workhouse, High Street
While the building has been made safe restoration has not yet commenced but we look forward to seeing progress in the current year.

Other Developments
All planning applications affecting the conservation area, plus some others, were examined, and our views communicated to the 
relevant authorities where appropriate. We are also vigilant in looking for breaches of  planning permission and lobby accordingly. 

Old Fire Station Site: Sainsbury’s convenience store with 6 flats above
Construction has taken place during the course of  the year and completion is expected in Spring 2023.

Obituaries
We were saddened when our Vice-president and former Chairman (1977 to 1984) Brian Stephens, passed away, 
aged 86. Over the years Brian had made an enormous contribution to the Society, particularly in the early years in 
campaigning for the Bewdley By-pass. Latterly he was responsible for reviving the Annual Cherry Fair in Bewdley 
which is now a major event in the town’s calendar. At his memorial service in St. Anne’s we learnt about the many 
other community activities Brian was involved in. We shall miss him greatly. Our sincere condolences were conveyed 
to Valerie and his children, Kate and Anna.

Richard Perrin



B E W D L E Y  C I V I C  S O C I E T Y
www.bewdleycivicsociety.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 700898

President
Beatrice Grant

Great-granddaughter of  Stanley Baldwin
Appointed on 17th March 2023 His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 

of  the County of  Worcestershire

Vice Presidents
Peter Archer, Paul Crane

Officers of  the Society 31st December 2022
Chairman

Richard Perrin
Tel: 405823

Email: jrichardperrin@aol.com

Vice Chairman
William Dewar

Tel: 402982
Email: williamdewar@btinternet.com

Hon. Treasurer
Peter Archer

Tel: 07854 870076
Email: peterarcher84@gmail.com

Hon. Secretary
Barbara Longmore

Tel: 403939
Email: bmlongmore@gmail.com

Executive Committee Members 
Hilary Baker, Steve Bent, Paul Crane, William Dewar, Martin Fisher,  

Jock Gallagher, Martin Guard, Sharon Harvey, Tony Leach, Robert Limbrick, 
Graham Luxford, Susan Perrin, D.W. Thursfield, Peter Waldron, Lord Watson of  Wyre Forest,  

Ex Officio The Mayor of  Bewdley - Councillor Rod Stanczyszyn

Membership Secretary 
Sheelah Bolam 

6 Sandbourne Drive 
Bewdley, DY12 lBN  

Tel: 401188  
Email: bolam6@btinternet.com
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All Saints’ Church, Wribbenhall, Report to Bewdley Town Council  

07.03.2023 
 

Although the nave continues to be closed on safety grounds and despite the recent illness of our 
Rector, Rev Megan Gibbons, All Saints Church remains open with the back part under netting and is 
a vibrant part of the local community.   
 

We have held services on at least 3 Sunday mornings every month, along with Music Church on the 
3rd Sunday of the month in the afternoon. The limited space has impacted on the ability to host 
weddings and funerals, although occasional small funerals and baptisms have been held, together 
with other occasional Services such as monthly Compline.  We have also extended the location of 
some Special Services to the Wribbenhall Social Club, which has offered opportunities for a wider 
community involvement in our Ministry. 
  
The Church choir has recently re-started practices with new members joining. It was good to have 
them supporting the celebration of the Baptism of an adult member of the church family recently 
and we look forward to them supporting us at other Special Services in the future.  
  
Apart from actual Services, All Saints Church hosts a number of community events:  Every Monday 
morning the Knit and Natter group consisting of about 30 members, takes over the back of the 
Church, knitting items for over 13 charities including blankets going to Cat Rescue, Forest Dog 
rescue, Summerdyne nursing home and Ukraine, whilst the Baby Bank received cardigans, jumpers & 
teddies for the Soroptimists, children’s knitwear for Uganda and many more.   
 

On the 2nd Tuesday of every month we have the morning Book Sale and despite space restrictions 
there are still around 2,000 paperback fiction available at 5 for £1 alongside jigsaws, dvd’s and cd’s.   
  
Starting in the Summer of 2022, each school holiday the Church has provided free packed lunches on 
2 days a week for children and recently expanded this to now be a morning of craft activities with 
lunch provided afterwards. During the recent half term 19 children attended on the first day with 
the opening assisted by the grant from the town council.  
  
Following the sad death of her majesty Queen Elizabeth the Church opened every day from the 
death to the funeral for people to come and sign the Book of Condolence or spend some time in 
reflection, with over 150 people coming through the doors over the period.  Due to this event, we 
delayed the Heritage Day opening but did open later in the year for our Hymns in Stained Glass 
event.  
  
We were pleased to be able to assist Bewdley History Society (who meet regularly in the church) 
with their heritage digs, offering space for reviewing and cataloguing finds.    
 
Every Term, we host a Rush Hour Recital, provided by pupils from the Bewdley High School, which is 
very popular, allowing their musicians to perform in a less formal setting. We also welcomed the 
sharing of a PowerPoint session with students from an Academy in Coventry, offering opportunities 
for comparison of the Muslim and Christian faiths. 
 

We were recently approached and delighted to be able to host the charity Ezy Read, who assist 
adults improve poor literacy skills.  The Church also provides opportunities for music lessons and 
informal practices by varying groups of musicians.   
 

Faced with the rising gas and electricity bills we were looking at what activities could be supported, 
but thanks to the generous grant from Bewdley Town council we have been able to continue and 
expand all activities supporting the Wribbenhall community.    
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