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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
TUESDAY 7 MARCH 2023 AT 7.00PM 

HELD IN ST GEORGE’S HALL BEWDLEY 
 
The Meeting was chaired by Cllr R Stanczyszyn (Mayor) of Bewdley Town Council.  

In attendance:  
31 Members of the public including representatives of voluntary and community organisations 
within and serving the town. 
District and Bewdley Town Councillors: C Edginton-White  
Bewdley Town Councillors: S Billett, P Gittins MBE, I Latimer and E Seldon, Derek 
Killingworth,  
Town Council Staff Members: Town Clerk Tracy Bodley; Administration Assistants and 
Mayor’s PA. 
 
Introduction 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Annual Town Meeting and explained that this meeting 
is the occasion where all who live within the boundary of Bewdley are given the opportunity to 
meet the Town, District, County Councillors and representatives from local organisations to 
ask questions freely of all who attend. 
 
Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Byng, H Lacy, D Morehead, A 
Coleman, R Coleman, P Harrison and County Councillor I Hardiman. 
Apologies also received by representatives of the Wyre Forest Community Land Trust, St 
George’s Hall, Kidderminster Male Voice Choir, Bewdley Festival, Bewdley Cricket Club, 
Bewdley Chess Club, Community Transport Wyre Forest and the Tree Warden. 
 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 25 April 2022 
It was RESOLVED to Approve the minutes of the previous Annual Town Meeting as a true 
and accurate record and signed by the Mayor. 
 
Mayor’s Annual Report 
The Mayor spoke of being the first Mayor since 1952 to make a Proclamation due to the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II, this read in front of the Guildhall at 15.30 on Sunday 11th 
September 2022.  
 
With a great number of events throughout the Mayoral year one in particular stood out; Six 
relatives of the original Free French Cadets, who were billeted at Ribbesford House in 1942-
1944, arrived to maintain the long established contact between their organisation and 
Bewdley. The Mayor and Mayoress were extremely pleased to have a welcoming reception in 
the Guildhall on Friday 7th October followed by the laying of wreaths to the memory of their 
fathers and husband at Ribbesford House on the 8th. 
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Town Council Annual Report  
The Town Council Annual report had been circulated to all attendees on entry to the meeting.   
The report, which listed the details of the Council’s functions, its meetings, accounts and 
councillor details, for the past year, is also made available on the Town Council website and 
circulated as part of the minutes.   
The Town Clerk stated that she would be happy to answer questions relating to the council 
accounts or functions. 
 
Reports from Councillors: 
Reports were provided by the following County, District and Town Councillors  
Worcestershire County Cllr Hardiman for Cookley, Wolverley & Wribbenhall 
District Cllr Edginton White for Rock  
Bewdley West Ward Town Cllr Edginton White (as part of their District Cllr report) 
 
 All reports are available on the Town Council website. 
 
Reports from Bewdley Community Organisations: 
A number of written and verbal reports were presented which are included as part of the 
minutes on behalf of: 
 

- Bewdley Chess Club 
- Bewdley Cricket Club 
- Bewdley Festival 
- Bewdley Horticultural Society 
- Bewdley Rotary Club 
- Bewdley Rowing Club 
- Bewdley Town Football Club 
- Bewdley Town Council Road Safety Group 
- Friends of Riverside North Park 
- Kidderminster Male Voice Choir 
- Bewdley Branch Royal British Legion 
- St George’s Hall Bewdley 
- Bewdley Tree Warden 
- Wyre Forest Community Land Trust 
- Bewdley Civic Society 
- All Saints Church Wribbenhall 

 
Three community organisations requested to speak during the meeting, representatives from 
the organisations spoke as follows: 
 

• Bewdley Rowing Club reported membership was growing from post pandemic levels 
of 80 to 150. Rich Jackson was appointed Club Captain in September 2022. The 
committee are implementing a five year club development plan and the structure of the 
Club has changed to a Company Limited by Guarantee. Bewdley Town Council were 
thanked for their support providing grant money to assist the refurbishment and 
modernisation of their gym. The Club looks forward to their 150th year in three years’ 
time. The Annual Regatta went well, and they have introduced a Beginners Fun 
Regatta that was held as part of the Queens Jubilee celebrations. 
 

• Bewdley Town Football Club informed the public of an exciting Local Derby taking 
place on the 11th March between Bewdley FC and Stourport Swifts. With growing 
numbers of teams, the club has to hire out additional pitches in and around Bewdley 
in order to be able to train and have matches, this can cost around £100 weekly. They 
would like to expand their youth section and are looking forward to talks regarding the 
additional field space within Bewdley Leisure Centre Fields looked after by the school.  
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• Bewdley Civic Society reported that President, Beatrice Grant is to be appointed to the 
role of Lord-Lieutenant of Worcestershire in March 2023. There have been four major 
projects, unveilings of plaques, summer outings, lectures and much more. £1,500 has 
been donated throughout the year to Bewdley Bridge, the Scouts and Community 
Transport. 
 

• All Saints Church thanked BTC for the grant funding which has allowed them to 
continue providing community services such as Childrens Packed Lunches and Adult 
Literacy courses. They have limited space due to the building being closed and are 
hoping to be able to re-open the Church. They still offer services three Sunday 
mornings a month and host the Monday Kinit and Natter – who have supported thirteen 
charities with knitted items from blankets to clothing. 150 people visited the church 
during the 10 day period of National Mourning for the passing of Queen Elizabeth II. 
 

• The Secretary of the Alms-houses gave a verbal report which updated on the work the 
charity undertakes. Housing is provided for people over 60 years old and who can’t 
afford their own. They have thirteen properties that are Grade II listed and £250k has 
been spent over the last few years. With a budget of £60k this money has to come 
from their own investments. There are over 1600 Alms-houses across the UK. 
 

• The Secretary of the Bewdley Carnival Organisation informed that the festival is likely 
to go ahead and be confirmed for the 24th June and asked if any volunteers wanted to 
get in touch to help they are more than welcome. 

 
Public Debate 
The Mayor asked if any members of the public would like to ask questions or raise matters of 
concern. 
 

• A question was asked to Richard Perrin, Chairman of the Civic Society: regarding the 
floodwall, will this belong to the Environment Agency and who’s responsibility will it be 
to clean it. Mayor suggests this will be County Council responsibility, but BTC can’t 
answer definitively. 

• A question was asked to Sharon Harvey of the Alms Houses as to the extent of the 
waiting list and informed that the list is variable as it depends on any deaths as to when 
properties may become vacant, at this point they are completely renovated before the 
next person can move in. 

• A question was asked as to when the Bridge will be repaired. The Mayor informed that 
stone work has a long lead time due to the lack of quarries and the right stone has to 
be sourced. This led on to a  conversation regarding the repairing of the steps where 
the Old Band Stand was situated – this has been repaired with tarmac and should be 
stone and this will be discussed with County Councillors to progress reinstatement 
comparable to the original surface by Worcestershire County Council. 

• A resident of Dog Lane raised concerns about the Sainsburys development and wished 
to share her disappointment. Town Clerk advises that this is a Wyre Forest District 
Council decision as the Planning Authority responsible for the area. 

• The Chair of the Bewdley Heritage Trust informed that the Trust will be wound down 
after having to move away from the potential acquisition Museum and asked if BTC 
could offer any hope as to the future plans for the Museum. Town Clerk stated that no 
formal decision will be made until after the election. The Mayor remarked that it is a 
community wide hope that it will be saved but by whom was the question. The Town 
Clerk advised considerable due diligence will need to take place before any decision 
can be made. 

• Rich Jackson of Bewdley Rowing Club offered a suggestion of a collaborative Working 
Group between Club Associations to be able to help and support one another – a good 
example was raised to the issue of energy costs. Information was provided that Zzoom, 
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a company who provide fast fibre optic internet networks were currently working on the 
Stourport Road and work with small Market Towns and that this may be something 
that will come to Bewdley in the near future. 

 
 
There were no further questions raised, and with there being no other contributions, the Mayor 
thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 20:08hrs 
 
 
 
 
……………………………. 
Mayor/Chairman  
Annual Town Meeting 
22 April 2024 


